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Greetings members and welcome to June.
As the weather cools down many of our championships still have hot competitions, with some solid TCC
battles at the recent HDCC Pheasant Wood (Marulan) Supersprint and our Nirimba State Motorkhana. A
large number of events in June will give the opportunity to score some more competition points at the Tour
d’ Course, HDCC King/Bermo State Khanacross or Mini Car Club State Motorkhana.
Thank you to Nicole Crowley for Directing our State Motorkhana and Alana Dean for upgrading her officials
licence to ‘Event Administration’ at the event. If you have been sitting on a General official licence for a
while I would encourage you to upgrade and try your hand at officiating in a different capacity.
To all of the time keepers who stood out in the cold and wind on the day, thank you very much for helping
the day to run smoothly.
The recent HDCC Pheasant Wood Supersprint was a great day with 41 starters and plenty of track time.
With most entrants getting 6 or more sessions it was good fun and a relaxed day. If you missed out never
fear, the TCC Luddenham Track Day is fast approaching on the 18th of August. Limited to 40 entries so if
you want to have a run, get your entry in early.
TCC will be running another Bunnings BBQ at Thornleigh on Sunday the 15th of September. If you can
assist on the day this will count towards the official component of club trophy eligibility. Please let me know
if you are able to assist on the day.
Finally please see the flyer for our July get together next month being organised by Janelle Lansley.
Please RSVP for this event (to be held at our monthly meeting). As we don’t do or attend many car
displays, I would like to invite any club member who has a classic car (historically registered with the club
or not) to bring it along to our July meeting if possible. This can just be a chance to get it out and about as
well as be a talking point with other members.
The Sunday after our July meeting, Sunday 14th July, TCC will be attending Sydney Cars and Coffee at
the Hubertus Club in Luddenham with over 300 cars. From there if members wish, we will make our way to
the Museum of Fire in Penrith. All details in the Club Captain’s report.
Stay safe and see you at the June meeting.
Matt Rath.

June Meeting:
Supper:

Raffle:

Matt Rath

Phil Coffey

Cover Photo – Gordon Ho at the TCC State & Multi-club Motorkhana in June 2019.
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EDITORS REPORT
Our State and Multi-club motorkhana, incorporating Ernie’s Revenge, was held
last weekend. Thankfully, the day was beautiful after many predictions of rain
and winds! There were 33 starters and we got through 9 tests run twice for the
State competitors and 18 individual tests for the Multi-club competitors. A
massive thank you to everyone who helped set up the day before, as well as
all of the officials on the day. From all accounts, everyone had a good day and
for some competitors the competition was extremely close! Results have been
included later on in the magazine. Trophies will be presented at the July club meeting.
We have had some great events recently, so there has been plenty for our members to write about.
Remember that you need to submit an original article for publication in Piston Slap to fulfil one part of the
TCC Championship trophy eligibility requirements.
We are looking for more photos of members to include on the front of the magazine. If you have one that
you would like to appear on the cover of an upcoming magazine, please email the photo to
editor@thornleighcarclub.org or niknax84@optusnet.com.au. It is recommended to send through a high
resolution landscape oriented photo. Please include a sentence about the event and date that the photo is
from.
At our July club meeting, Janelle, Steve and Phil will be hosting a Mid-Year Get Together with hot food to
warm us all up during the cold winter night. This is a great chance to come along and catch up with friends
over some great food. Please ensure that you contact (or SMS) Steve Lansley on 0481 054 049 or Phillip
Coffey on 0408 230 836 or Janelle Lansley on 0478 219 466 to advise that you are coming along to that
meeting so that you can be catered for. Only members who RSVP will be catered for. A flyer has been
included later in the magazine. I will be at this meeting with my various street directories, so it would be
great for some of our more experienced members to help me locate some of the long lost motorsport
venues so that I can really start working on the final of the A Drive Down Memory Lane series to be held in
November. This meeting would also be a great opportunity to dust off and get out those photo albums of
the good ‘ole days of motorsport!
Our next social event on the TCC calendar is the Cars & Coffee and Museum of Fire Day. This day will be
great to get your car out to and have a look at other cars on display. Following the Coffee and Cars meet is
a tour of the Museum of Fire. A booking form will be available on the Facebook event shortly, otherwise
th
please contact Phil Coffey no later than the 30 June to reserve your spot. Please note that TCC has to
st
make payment for catering on the 1 July, so we need to ensure we have numbers, and preferably
payment, before that.
th

Our next competitive event is our Luddenham Track Day on Sunday 18 August. I understand that after a
good few years of not running speed events that we have some members who are a little concerned on the
cost of the entry. It is of note that the state supersprint entry fees (which we used to ensure that we were in
line with) range from $200 to $270 depending on the circuit and this is generally before transponder hire.
The more expensive the entry fee is in direct correlation with the tracks closer to Sydney. These events can
generally take well over 100 entries due to the capacity at the circuits and the maximum number of cars
allowed on the track, are always what they run, whereas TCC has always been about lower car numbers
on the track to make sure everyone gets some good clean runs in. We are currently looking at around 60
minutes of competitive driving on the day, which is significantly more than your standard supersprint.
Additionally, this event allows passengers so it is a great way to encourage others to learn about
motorsport or, if you get someone experienced in beside you, then the opportunity for driving tuition whilst
you are out on the track. I really encourage you to give this event a go and welcome any feedback after the
event, to try make the event better for everyone. Please remember that the early bird entry fee of $260
th
finishes on the 30 June, so get your entry in ASAP. The event is limited to a maximum of 40 entries.
If anyone is looking to upgrade their officials licence, please let me know. Alana Dean was assessed as a
Bronze level Secretary at the State Motorkhana and it would be great if we had a couple more members
who could upgrade in the Event Command (Director), Event Administration (Secretary) and Scrutineer
roles. This would allow all of our current officials to officiate less, to better share the load, especially for
those of us who also hold one or more roles in the club.
With TCC Office Bearer nominations a couple of months away, this would also make it a great time to start
considering other ways that you can help your club. If you are considering an office bearer role for
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2019/2020 you can start talking with a member of the Executive and learn more about the role before
nominations. Even more timely, is that CAMS are running a number of free club business workshops. The
workshops are online webinars and even if you have missed the start date of the series, you can ask for
the links to be sent to you. I have done the Communication and Social Media Strategies for Sports Clubs
and have since implemented a few of the suggestions. The list of workshops is below. If you are interested
in participating, go to https://www.cams.com.au/clubs/business-workshops.

th

th

It was National Volunteer Week from the 20 - 26 May, and whilst we
should be thankful every day for the generous contributions from
everyone who volunteers their time to help TCC, officiate at our events
and support motorsport in general, this is definitely a great time to
acknowledge you and say thanks. Thank you for giving up your time to
allow us to enjoy our club and motorsport. Without you, we wouldn’t
have what we do. Thank you for making a world of difference for us.
If anyone has any photos or in-car footage of events they have been to this year, please ensure that you
send it my way. I will soon be starting to collate the photos and videos to put together for recap videos but
also for videos for the 2019 presentation night to be held next year. If you need any assistance in getting
the photos or footage to me, please simply contact me either via my emailniknax84@optusnet.com.au or
on my mobile 0409 987 210.
You only get out of it, what you put in.
Nicole & Andrew Crowley

TCC welcomes the following new members
Daniel Brown
Owen Reynolds
Gordon Ho
Mathew Ho
May you find lots of enjoyment in your motorsport and friends in TCC.

Important Editorial Dates To Remember
Next Piston Slap Edition:

July 2019

Reports and articles required by:

Friday 28th June 2019

Collation Night:

Thursday 4th July 2019
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CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT
Hi everyone and welcome to June. I hope everyone’s competition year has
started well.
There have been a couple of date changes to the calendar. The most notable is
the Classic Rally Club ‘Western Weekend Wander’ that has gone from Sunday
th
th
8 September to Saturday 7 September. Just remember to keep an eye on upcoming events too so that you don’t
miss any changes to events.
NSSCC have just released dates for their 2019/2020 tarmac rallysprint series dates if anyone is planning on having a
run in any of those. Details can be found on their website.
Now that my yacht racing commitments have finished for summer and work has finally calmed down. I am planning on
running a few rounds of our speed championship later in the year, if any of you slow coaches wish to dust off your
machinery and come and join me……

Upcoming Pointscore Events
Sat-Sun 8-9 June
AMSAG Bega Rally
Type
Forest Rally
Club
AMSAG
Venue
Bega/Eden
By the time you get this magazine, this event will have been run and won.
th

Thur 13 June
TCC Monthly Meeting
Pennant Hills Leisure and Learning Centre, 8 Warne Street Pennant Hills. 8pm start time with Supper
and raffle afterwards.
rd

Sat 23 June
AROCA Tour d’ Course
Type
Touring Rally
Club
Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia
Venue
Southern Highlands
Cost
$115 per crew
A one-day event covering approximately 300 km of some of the best roads in the Southern Highlands,
starting at the Mittagong RSL Club and finishing at the Sutton Forest Pub. Lunch will be at Kangaroo Valley
Golf & Community Resort. Four levels of navigation including Masters (challenging navigation), Apprentices
(as for Masters but with additional help), Tour Competitive (simple route charted instructions with
competition points awarded), Tour Social (as for Tour Competitive but with no competition points awarded
and a CAMS licence is not required). Supp Regs and Entry Form available at
th
http://www.classicrallyclub.com.au/index.php/the-club/calendar/tdc-2019. Entries close on the 17 June.
rd

Sat 23 June
HDCC King/Bermo State Khanacross Round 3
Type
Khanacross
Club
Hills District Car Club
Venue
Hills Motor Park, Hampton
No details available at present but keep an eye on the HDCC Website of Facebook event page
https://www.facebook.com/events/271891733733322/for further information closer to the event.
th

Sun 7 July
MCC State Motorkhana Round 7
Type
Motorkhana
Club
Mini Car Club
Venue
Nirimba Education Precinct, Eastern Road, Quakers Hill
No information is available at present, but keep an eye on the Mini Car Club website
http://www.miniclub.com.au/home-2 and CAMS NSW Motorkhana Championship and Khanacross Series
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/NSWMotorkhana/for further details closer to the event.
th

Thur 11 July
TCC Monthly Meeting – Mid Year Get Together
Pennant Hills Leisure and Learning Centre, 8 Warne Street Pennant Hills. 8pm start (sharp) time. Come
along for our Mid-Year Get Together. Please make sure you RSVP for this meeting to ensure you are
catered for. See flyer later on in magazine.
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th

Sun 14 July
Sydney Cars and Coffee and Museum of Fire Social Event
Type
Social
Club
Thornleigh Car Club
Venue
Western Sydney
Time
7:00am to 11:00am Car Meet, 11:30am to 1:30pm Museum of Fire
This social event starts with a car meet at the Workers Hubertus Club in Luddenham, where over 300 cars
turn up. This is a great opportunity to get your car out to show to other car enthusiasts, as well as check out
other cars. Entry is free to this event. Following this is a short drive to Penrith for a tour of the Museum of
Fire. Providing there are more than 15 participants, the Museum of Fire will provide a currently serving
firefighter to give us a talk and guide us around the Museum. A late morning tea will be provided for more
than 15 participants. Entry for the Museum - $16 Adults and $10 Children (2 to 16 years). Please contact
th
Phil Coffey to reserve your spot and make payment by 30 June, as the museum requires the catering to
be paid two weeks prior to the event. For more information go the TCC Facebook Event page https://www.facebook.com/events/352313728756731/
th

Sat 27 July
AMSAG Bulahdelah Rally
Type
Forest Rally
Club
AMSAG
Venue
Bulahdelah
There is no information on this event at present, but keep an eye on the AMSAG website
http://www.amsag.com.au/wp/ closer to the event.
th

Sun 28 July
WAC State Khanacross Round 4
Type
Khanacross
Club
Westlakes Automobile Club
Venue
Awaba
No details available at present but keep an eye on the WAC website http://wac.org.au/ for further
information closer to the event.
rd

Sat 3 August
BMSC Narooma Forest Rally
Type
Forest Rally
Club
Brindabella Motor Sport Club
Venue
Narooma
There is no further information on this event at present, but check out the RallyNSW website
http://www.rallynsw.com.au/events/2019-narooma-rally/ for Supp Regs and Entry Forms closer to the
event.
th

Sun 4 August
CRC Sheep Station Rally
Type
Touring Rally
Club
Classic Rally Club
Venue
Goulburn Region
This was a popular event in 2018. Whilst there isn’t any further information available at present, save this
date and keep an eye on the CRC website https://www.classicrallyclub.com.au/index.php/theclub/calendar/sheep-station closer to the event.
th

Thur 8 August
TCC Monthly Meeting
Pennant Hills Leisure and Learning Centre, 8 Warne Street Pennant Hills. 8pm start time with Supper
and raffle afterwards.
th

Sat 10 August
LBMCCC Skidpan Motorkhana Round 8
Type
Motorkhana
Club
Lower Blue Mountains Christian Car Club
Venue
Sydney Motor Sport Park, Skid Pan.
No information is available at present, but keep an eye on the LBMCCC website
http://lbmccc.rdotgdummy.com/lbmccc-wp/calendar/ for more information closer to the event.
th

Sun 18 August
TCC Luddenham Track Day
Type
Speed/Supersprint
Club
Thornleigh Car Club
Venue:
Luddenham Raceway, 821-849 Luddenham Rd, Luddenham NSW 2745
Cost:
$260 per competitor
(Early Bird Fee until 30th June 2019)
$275 per competitor
(1st July 2019 until close of entries)
Time:
7:30am Docco and Scrutineering, 8:30am Drivers Briefing, 9:00am Start
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TCC are once again running a speed event! This one is nice and close to home at the newly opened
Luddenham Motorsport Park. This event is open to anyone who holds a current NSW Drivers Licence, or a
CAMS Speed Licence (or higher) or AASA Club Race Licence (or higher). Participants also do not need to
be a member of a CAMS affiliated car club. Each run will be a 10 minute timed session with the time for the
fastest single lap being used for results. It is anticipated that all competitors will get one session every hour.
Yes, that is right… you could be looking at an hour of competitive driving. A passenger is allowed and is
encouraged as a great way to introduce someone to motorsport or provides the driver with the opportunity
to gain valuable knowledge and feedback whilst out on the track. All passengers are required to be
registered and must pay $40 per person directly to Luddenham Raceway. Drivers are also able to be a
passenger in another competition vehicle. Only one passenger per competition vehicle. Spectators are
welcome. Please note however that all spectators must be registered with the venue on the day and are
required to pay $5 directly to Luddenham Raceway. Event Information and Entry Form available on the
TCC Facebook event page https://www.facebook.com/events/374925549813111/.
Upcoming Non Points Score Events
Sat 15 June
CACA Motorkhana
Sat 22 June
Myall Stages Rally (DRS/CRS/HRS)
Sun 23 June
State Motorkhana Rd6
Sun 7 July
Huntley Hillclimb
Sun 4 August
Autobrunch
Sun 10 August
State Supersprint Rd 4

Pipeline Park, Eastern Creek
Bulahdelah
Nirimba TAFE
Dapto
St Ives Showground
Amaroo Circuit, SMSP

CACA
NDDC
RCCA
WSCC
NSSCC
NSWRRC

See you at the Track,
Andrew

THORNLEIGH CAR CLUB HISTORIC VEHICLE REGISTRATION RENEWALS
A quick reminder of the rules and requirements for the renewal of your historic vehicle, with Thornleigh Car
Club, under the current Log Book Scheme;
1. A renewed application for recognition must be supplied if any changes to your current supplied details
2. Proof of current financial membership of TCC supplied
3. Proof of current insurance of vehicle
4. Current pink slip for vehicle
5. Completed Historical Vehicle Declaration (as supplied with your renewal)
6. A $10 fee payable to TCC to cover admin costs
7. A signed acceptance of all current conditions and regulations
Copies of any of these forms are available from the Registrar
For more information please contact Jim Richardson on 9639 0638 or via email at jimandbev@bigpond.com
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2019 TCC CALENDAR
Date

Event

Venue

Club

C/ship

Sat

9

February

Drive Down Memory Lane - Speedway

Sydney Metro

TCC

Social

Thu

14

February

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Fri

22

February

TCC Presentation Dinner

Muirfield Golf Club

TCC

Social

Sun

24

February

CL Rudd Motorkhana

Luddenham

HDCC

Motorkhana

Sat

2

March

Summer Skids Khanacross

Colo Park

TCC

Khanacross

Thu

14

March

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

17

March

Grip 'n' Slip Motokhana

Nirimba TAFE

TCC

Motorkhana

Thu

11

April

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

14

April

Hawkesbury Ramble

Western Sydney

CRC

Touring Rally

Sun

14

April

Hornet Khanacross

Hampton Motorsport Park

HDCC

Khanacross

Sun

28

April

Supersprint

Wakefield Park

Mini

Speed

Sun

28

April

O'Hara Motorkhana

Luddenham

HDCC

Motorkhana

Thu

9

May

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

19

May

Volksmuller Rallysprint (RSS)

WSID

NSSCC

Forest Rally

Sun

26

May

MDTC Supersprint

Marulan

HDCC

Speed

Sun

2

June

State Motorkhana Rd5 + Multi-Club

Nirimba TAFE

TCC

Motorkhana

Sat-Sun

8-9

June

AMSAG Bega Rally

Bega/Eden

AMSAG

Forest Rally

Thu

13

June

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

23

June

Tour d' Corse

Southern Highlands

CRC

Touring Rally

Sun

23

June

King/Bermo State Khanacross Rd3

Hampton

HDCC

Khanacross

Sun

7

July

State Motorkhana Rd7

Nirimba TAFE

MCC

Motorkhana

Thu

11

July

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

14

July

Sydney Cars & Coffee & Museum of Fire

Western Sydney

TCC

Social

Sat

27

July

AMSAG Bulahdelah Rally

Bulahdelah

AMSAG

Forest Rally

Sun

28

July

State Khanacross Rd4

Awaba

WAC

Khanacross

Sat

3

August

Narooma Forest Rally (DRS/CRS/HRS)

Narooma

BMSC

Forest Rally

Sun

4

August

Sheep Station Rally

Goulburn Region

CRC

Touring Rally

Thu

8

August

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sat

10

August

LBMCCC Motorkhana

SMSP - Skidpan

LBMCCC

Motorkhana

Sun

18

August

Luddenham Track Day

Luddenham

TCC

Speed

Sat

7

September

Western Weekend Wander

TBA

CRC

Touring Rally

Thu

12

September

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

15

September

TCC Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser

Thornleigh Bunnings

TCC

Social

Sun

22

September

Bulahdelah Hillclimb

Bulahdelah

MLSCC

Speed

Sat

28

September

AMSAG Coffs Harbour Rally

Coffs Harbour

AMSAG

Forest Rally

Sat

5

October

Khanacross

Cataract

CACA

Khanacross

Thu

10

October

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sat

19

October

Monaro Stages Rally

Cooma

LCCC

Forest Rally

Sat-Sun

19-20

October

Alpine Classic

TBA

CRC

Touring Rally

Sat

2

November

A Drive Down Memory Lane - Final Leg

Sydney Basin

TCC

Social

Thu

14

November

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sat

16

November

Bathurst

BLCC

Speed

Sun

17

November

Bathurst

BLCC

Speed

Sat

23

November

Bathurst Speed Weekend - Conrod Supersprint
Bathurst Speed Weekend - Mountain Straight
Hillclimb
State Khanacross Rd6 - Twilight Club Captains

Hampton

HDCC

Khanacross

Sun

24

November

Touring Rally

TBA

CRC

Touring Rally

Thu

12

December

TCC Christmas Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

-7-

PISTON SLAP

JUNE 2019

HDCC Supersprint at Pheasant Wood Circuit
Where is Pheasant Wood Circuit? This is the old driver training circuit (MDTC) at Marulan that was sold to
Steve Shelley and in the last two years has been upgraded with an injection of extra money to now make it
a great track for driver training.
I had one drive on the old circuit in the days it was MDTC with the Small Ford Car Club driver training day.
It was an enjoyable day dueling with Phil Coffey in his Escort with me running my white Hyundai Excel on
worn rally tyres. We were equally matched in performance and we had some great drives against each
other.
My impression of the track was that it was a great driver training circuit where ability played an important
part over the big power cars that go fast in a straight line. The uphill straight is long enough to pass but not
too long to reach too high a speed before turn 1. I think I was getting fourth gear on the straight as the
White Excel had a low ratio differential. At the Ford day there was no official timing so you could not judge
what affect minor changes had to the setup of the car.
When I heard that the track had been sold and made longer I was keen to try out the new circuit. HDCC put
a Supersprint on their calendar and TCC put it on the club speed championship with our members invited
to compete and make up the numbers to cover the cost of running the day. Shane O’Hara was very
concerned with a week and a half to go before the event with six confirmed entries. On the day we had
forty one starters so at least HDCC covered their costs and made it a successful day.
The track was dry and the weather cooling making the cars go well. We had three laps behind the safety
car to look at the circuit before competition began. We were allocated letters to indicate the fast cars from
the slow ones. Class A fastest and my Excel was put in class C with most of the competitors. There was a
Learners and Junior Class for those who had not driven on the track before. This group was allowed an
instructor to go with them to advise the new driver of the lines through the corners.
The way the course was made longer was by taking out the dirt speedway oval in the centre and adding a
tight 180+ right hander, followed by a 180+ left hander and a sweeping left hander that tightened up on the
exit before rejoining the old track. Apparently the old track was resurfaced and widened in a number of
places to allow more passing room and safer run-off areas. Some new concrete walls were added and
lined with rubber. There are three new flag points.
TCC was represented by Aron and Garry Elliott in the Subaru Legacy RS, Matt Rath and Andrew Crowley
in Matt’s Mitsubishi Lancer with 2600 cc motor and John Crowley in the blue Hyundai Excel in rally trim with
semi slicks on the front and road tyres on the back. The Excel was in Class 3A and the others in Class 3C.
Ian Johnson, an ex TCC member, was in his Mitsubishi Lancer 2600 cc road car in Class 2C.
The fastest times were: Aron Elliott 1.05.977, Garry Elliott 1.07.194, Matt Rath 1.08.346, John Crowley
1.08.816, Ian Johnson 1.09.512 and Andrew Crowley 1.10.132. The winning time for the day was Peter
Ewing Mazda MX5 1.01.288.
After I had had enough driving for the day I let Andrew have a drive of the Excel so he could compare the
front wheel drive against the rear wheel drive of the Lancer and his vote was that the Excel is a much
superior handling car and much easier to drive. We both agreed that the accelerator pedal needs modifying
to heel and toe correctly especially at the end of the
main straight. We also agreed that the twin cam
engine in the blue car is superior to the single cam
engine in the old white Excel. The white Excel has
better brakes. The blue Excel has a habit of locking
up the rear wheels and this caused me to have a
spin in one of my runs in Turn 2. Luck was with me
in that the junior behind me was a long way behind
so I had time to recover without the danger of a
crash.
Thanks to HDCC for a great event on the new
Marulan Pheasant Wood Circuit.
John Crowley
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Why is the Circuit Called Pheasant Wood?
I was thinking about the new name of the Marulan track and thought that with the new owner of the circuit
he had selected the name as it was close to Pleasants Nest on the Hume Highway and the circuit was
surrounded by trees giving the wood part. So Pheasant Wood Circuit.
This was not the case. On the wall in the canteen when I was doing the paperwork I noticed a story on how
the circuit was named Pheasant Wood. Steve Selley’s late Grandfather, Herbert Thomas ‘Nutsy’ Bolt, was
th
killed during World War One at Fromelles on 19 July 1916. This was the first major battle fought by the
th
st
Australian troops on the western front. The 5 Australian Division suffered 5533 casualties, the 61
Australian Division suffered 1547 casualties due to the machine guns and the Germans more than 1000
th
th
men. The worst day in Australian military history. The 8 and 14 Australian Brigades gained more ground
and ended up behind the German lines. In the counter attack some of the Australian soldiers were killed
and buried in a mass grave by the Germans and laid undetected for 92 years.
A Melbourne school teacher Lambis Eglisios found the grave site in May 2008 and in the subsequent
archaeological dig the bodies of 250 Australian and British service men were found. 97 bodies of the 159
Australian troops have been identified and they have been laid in the newest Commonwealth War Grave
Commission Military Cemetery in Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) in 2010. Herbert Thomas ‘Nutsy’ Bolt,
service number 3009, was one of the 97 identified and is now laid to rest in Pheasant Wood Cemetery.
To honour the fallen soldiers in the Pheasant Wood Cemetery at Fromelles the circuit at Marulan was
named Pheasant Wood Circuit.
Compiled by John Crowley.
Reference: Information obtained from the Australian War Memorial, UNSW Canberra and other sites on the
internet.

Marulan Supersprint photos
courtesy of Matt Rath
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HDCC Pheasant Wood Supersprint Results

Interested in becoming an Official?
To ensure our events run properly and that our regular officials have a chance to also
compete, we need more members to obtain officials licences. Thankfully CAMS are
making this process easier.
We need all current Trainee officials to upgrade to General officials. This involves
officiating for one day and filling out a Trainee form and then completing an online
Introductory module. This can be completed in any order. By becoming a General official, it will mean less
work for the Event Secretary, but you will also receive a CAMS Officials Licence Book similar to your CAMS
Competition Licence Book. Whenever you officiate, this book then gets signed by a member of the
organising committee for that event.
This log of events can then be used when upgrading your licence to a Bronze level. It is of note that Bronze
level official licences never expire.
TCC really NEED MORE Bronze level Event Admin, Event Command and Scrutineer officials. We simply
do not have enough of these in the club to allow members to only officiate in a higher role at one TCC
event in a year allowing them to compete in other events.
Just to repeat that Bronze level official licences never expire. For members a little worried about learning
and performing these roles, please be assured that we have many members in the club who are happy to
mentor you through this process. Help is never far away. Some roles will require you to be actively involved
in the organisation of the event so leaving this to the last minute will not benefit yourself with any potential
assessments. TCC has plenty of events that you can help run and upgrade your licence, so please have a
good think about it and speak to an Executive member in order to start the process.
For more information on the different types of officials licences, or to register your interest in a training
module, please check out the CAMS website www.cams.com.au/get-involved/officials/training
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TCC State & Multi-Club Motorkhana Results
STATE

MULTI-CLUB

ERNIE BOSTON TROPHY
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TCC State & Multiclub Motorkhana Photos

The beautiful, chilly morning of the motorkhana

Alana Dean, Wendy Maher and Geoff Horler all helping at the
Admin tent.

Gary Maher, John Grist and John Crowley scrutineering a
Special

Some of our great timekeepers – Richo, Rhonda Elliott and
Dean Batt

New member Mathew Ho all smiles

Thumbs up from Aaron Hoad

Dave Masing in his Lancer took out the Ernie Boston Trophy
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Josh Peacock with Kermit the Clubman was a crowd pleaser,
with Matt Anderson from CAMS in the Fiesta behind

Aron Elliott was spectacular to watch and took out Class D

Dean Tomlin in his Commodore came second in Class D

Glenn Moulds came second in Class D in the multi-club
section

Gordon Ho looked to be enjoying himself at his first
motorkhana

Drive it like you stole it, Ian Polczynski, came second outright
in the Multi-club section as well as first Junior and first Class D

Corinne East-Johnston showed us why she’s a multiple Aust. Aaron Wuillemin managed the most FTD’s on tests, but ended
Motorkhana Champion taking 1st outright by 0.64 seconds
up second outright to Corinne in a very tight battle

Steve, I’m here purely for fun, certainly enjoyed fanging his Datsun 1600
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Time for another motoring rant!
Now that “Game of Thrones” has come to its fascinating conclusion, the thought crossed my mind that I
would have sufficient time on my hands now for another rant about all sorts of motoring topics, including
motor sport, utes, and the general standard of driving in Australia these days.
Let me begin by saying that for the first time for decades, this afternoon I turned the TV off part way
through a round of a Supercars race. I happened to be watching the Sunday race from Winton in Victoria,
and with around ten laps to go and with the race having developed into the inevitable procession behind
Scott McLaughlin and Fabian Coulthard in their “Aussie Race car” Mustangs, Will Davison in his “Aussie
Race car” Mustang has retired well off the race track, behind the safety of what looks to me, like an earth
barrier of some sort. No problem there, Will and his car are perfectly safe, and the racing should proceed to
its natural conclusion.
But no, Race Director, Tim Schenken, in his infinite wisdom, and in the interests of having an exciting
“sprint” to the finish decides to call for a Safety Car. Bloody hell, once again, the officials controlling our top
level category of Motor Racing in Australia, contrive the results of the race. Well, that was enough for me!
Off with the TV! And I don’t think that I’ll be watching another round of Supercars for a long time into the
future, other than, perhaps, the Sandown and Bathurst endurance races.
And, as a bonus, I’ll be able to escape from Mark Skaife and his constant destruction of tenses of the
English language. I reckon that Mark must have wagged school the day they taught past and present
tenses!
Maybe I’m just getting old and grumpy, but still on the subject of Supercars, are these vehicles overgrown
“Aussie Race cars”, or what? They all have common chassis, basically common suspension, and basically
the same running gear. Isn’t this the same formula behind the “Aussie Race cars” formula? The Mustang is
a classic example of how the quest for “parity” has become a joke. With the car built around the category’s
standard space frame chassis, it only bears a passing resemblance to the Mustangs which are seen in
growing numbers on our roads. The lines of the road going Mustang are very smooth and flowing but the
race Mustang looks like a slightly deflated version of Humpty Dumpty.
As I know that I am becoming old and
grumpy, I can say without fear of
contradiction, that a race Mustang should
look something like the Coca-Cola Mustang
which Allan Moffat raced so successfully
back in the late 1960s/early 1970s. Now, that
was a Mustang which would really raise the
hairs on the back of your neck! But then as
any motor sport enthusiast aged under 50
years of age would point out, that was a
different time and a different era.
Moving on to another of my favourite
subjects, what is it with the Australian car
buying public these days? In March this year,
Allan Moffat’s 1969 Boss 302 Trans-Am Mustang
the three top selling motor vehicles in order,
were the Toyota Hi-Lux, Ford Ranger, and the Mitsubishi Triton, all 4WD UTES! And again, in April the two
top selling vehicles were the Toyota Hi-Lux, and the Ford Ranger, while the Mitsubishi Triton had dropped
th
down to 16 spot (must have been giving them away in March!). Are there so many tradies out there that
these vehicles now outsell all the mid-size SUVs, and smaller sedans like the Mazda 3, Hyundai i30, and
the Toyota Corolla. Or maybe it’s the well-funded Grey Nomads who need these big utes to tow their
mega-size caravans on their never-ending travels around Australia.
However, I just wish that the drivers of these utes would stop vigorously tail-gating me constantly on my
travels up and down Pennant Hills Road, and on nearby streets and freeways. To me, this is a form of
bullying which the police seem to turn a blind eye to. I regard myself as a reasonably good and courteous
driver, with heaps of experience. I don’t slouch on the roads on which I travel, and I generally keep up with
traffic, but I’m forever being harassed by the drivers of these utes, many of which have super-size Tonka
wheels and tyres, mean looking roll cages, and seem to have suspension set a foot higher than other
vehicles. Maybe these blokes are reliving their Tonka days at Kindergarten, or maybe their parents
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wouldn’t give them an extra-large Tonka toy for their tenth Birthday! Now that they’ve got a few extra
dollars in their pocket, and V8 Commodores and Falcons are no longer available, maybe the ute has
become the substitute sports vehicle.
But here’s the rub, I wonder how many of these utes will ever see building materials, or the obligatory dog,
in the rear tray. I suspect not all that many, simply on the basis that there are just not enough tradies and
Grey Nomads travelling on our roads to generate the amazing number of sales of these vehicles at the
moment. I realise that there are ever-increasing numbers of Grey Nomads with huge superannuation which
the kids are never going to see, but even so!
But I just don’t understand why the drivers of these utes are so aggressive around the streets where I drive.
I just wish that they would behave with a little more courtesy to other road users.
In saying all this, I most certainly apologise to all our club members, and members from other clubs, who
own a Toyota Hi-Lux, Ford Ranger, or Mitsubishi Triton, or any other brand of 4WD ute, for that matter. I
know that all of you are very responsible road users without a hint of aggression in your body. Other than
on at TCC Go-Kart day, or at a club motorkhana!
Finally... driving standards, which I realise that I’ve written about in the past, and obviously must be a bit of
a sore point with me! It seems to me that there are more and more weird things happening on our roads,
these days. Just yesterday there was vision on the news of a cyclist with a young child sitting on the
crossbar, riding through the Lane Cove Tunnel! WTF!!
The other day I was talking to John Crowley about people’s reversing skills. Wow, now there’s a bucket of
worms! I call into Carlingford Court fairly regularly to shop and if you ever want a good laugh any day of the
week just spend 10 or 15 minutes on any parking level and watch the many attempts to park. I’m not sure
where these drivers (I use that term loosely) obtained their Driver’s Licence, but perhaps it came as part of
a Bonus promotion with a Supersize box of Weetbix! Between the drivers who were born in a land
somewhere to the north of Australia, and the ageing Carlingford residents, the car park is an absolute
source of hilarious moments of what not to do when parking. And that’s not to mention the drivers who
totally ignore/can’t read a sign/don’t wish to read a sign (cross out whichever doesn’t apply) indicating
which way the driver should turn to proceed to the next level of the car park.
Ah, reversing...a true skill that only the Ernie Boston’s of the world fully appreciate!
In this conversation with John, he mentioned that just recently he had seen a car in his local area being
driven by one our neighbours from the north which looked like it had gone ten rounds with the late, great
Muhammad Ali. I totally concurred as only a couple of weeks ago at Carlingford, I had seen a rather
expensive late model Mercedes something or other coupe being driven by another of our neighbours from
the north, which looked like it had only barely survived a Demolition Derby at Valvoline Raceway!
Actually, you can get as many laughs out of the Pennant Hills Shopping Centre car park, not to mention a
few shaken fists, after any school afternoon pick up. It’s always a bit of fun there as car parking spots are
so hard to come by, and you do get the occasional Mexican stand-off.
Just one final motoring item, though. I thought that I wasn’t too bad with my car recognition skills, but the
other day as I was travelling along Pennant Hills Road, I drove alongside a rather angular people-mover
thingy which I couldn’t recognise in the slightest. Reading the badge on the tailgate told me that it was a
Toyota Alphard. I had to ask myself the very simple question, what is a Toyota Alphard? Obviously a grey
import but I’d never heard of it! And then, when I managed to get in front of said Toyota Alphard, and took
in the frontal view, I couldn’t believe the huge amount of chrome-work spread from left to right and top to
bottom. I fully realise that beauty is in the eye of the beholder, but I now believe that I’ve found a new
candidate for the “Ugliest Car in The World” Award.
Having ranted about a few motoring issues which are troubling me at the moment, I thought that I might
finish by giving a brief update on my recent storm dramas. I can’t add a Part 3 to my earlier stories about
the storms in December and February, as there hasn’t been a storm of any note since. In fact, there hasn’t
been any rain since, and soon we’ll be going on to water restrictions. It must be climate change! I’ll have to
send a brief note off to Tony Abbott to ask for his opinion!
So I’ll just bore you with an update. After almost six months, a couple of weeks ago the pool was back to
being full of water again. Just in time for the start of Winter!!! However, none of the electrics have been
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reconnected yet, so nothing works as I write this, although the pool repairer has threatened to have
everything up and running by early June. We shall see.
We have a new clothes-line which works extremely well, so we don’t have to hang the washing at a 45
degree angle any more. The installer, Sydney Clotheslines (a deserved free plug, there!) were
exceptionally good at their job. Absolutely 10/10 for their efforts. And I’m pleased to report that the flying
shed has flown off to a metal recycling plant somewhere, although the grass which was under the shed
looks very tired and does need a lot of rejuvenation. With a couple of exceptions, most of the other
tradesmen we’ve dealt with would be lucky to crack a rating of 4/10, although to be fair, some were
certainly better than others. Maybe it’s because they all have large 4WD utes and they know that I have
serious issues about their driving capabilities, and this is their payback!
Our insurance company has been excellent, and at times, have gone out of their way to help. So they get
top marks.
Once we get our replacement skylight installed in a few weeks’
time, we’ll almost be back to normal. Whoop-de-do!!! However,
I’m not sure about our stress levels, which at times over the
past six months, have risen to around 20/10. Still, not as bad as
what the poor people of Berowra have had to deal with. One of
my Daughter-in-Law’s fellow teachers lived in Berowra until the
storm hit just prior to Christmas, but for the past six months, her
family, which includes two small children, have been forced to
live out of a motel room. Our insurance company told me
yesterday that they have a special team of people working on
all the damaged house claims in the Berowra area.
Having got all that off my chest, and not having any more
episodes of “Game of Thrones” to look forward to, and not
having anything more to do with Supercars, my only outlet now
will be to work out how Renault and Daniel Ricciardo can
extract an extra 100kW out of his engine! It was good to see
that he finished ninth at Monaco so at least the car stayed intact
for the duration of the race, and he picked up a couple of
Championship points along the way. Maybe it was a turning
point for him this season. He could be so lucky!!
Geoff Horler
After 6 months, from this....to this.
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MID YEAR GET TOGETHER
AT OUR JULY MEETING
LET’S BRIGHTEN UP WINTER !!!!
SOME COMFORT FOOD
SOME HEALTHY FOOD
SOME NAUGHTY FOOD

GET TOGETHER WITH FELLOW MEMBERS TO DISCUSS PAST EVENTS
AND FUTURE EVENTS AND LIFE IN GENERAL
PAST – PRESENT – FUTURE MEMBERS – ALL WELCOME!!!

IT’S NICE AND WARM INSIDE THE HALL
SO COME ALONG AND ENJOY
Plenty to eat so don’t fill up before you get there!!!!
************************************************************
For catering purposes please SMS either
Steve Lansley on 0481 054 049
Or
Phillip Coffey on 0408 230 836
Or
Janelle Lansley on 0478 219 466
to say that you ARE coming along!!!
PS… We will only cater for the number of people we receive replies from
**********************************************************
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Luddenham Track Day

Sunday, 18th August 2019
Date:

Sunday, 18th August 2019

Venue:

Luddenham Raceway, 821-849 Luddenham Rd, Luddenham NSW 2745

Cost:

$260 per competitor

(Early Bird Fee until 30th June 2019)

$275 per competitor

(1st July 2019 until close of entries)

Time:

7:30am Docco and Scrutineering, 8:30am Drivers Briefing, 9:00am Start

TCC are once again running a speed event! This one is nice and close to home at the newly
opened Luddenham Motorsport Park.
This event is open to anyone who holds a current NSW Drivers Licence, or a CAMS Speed
Licence (or higher) or AASA Club Race Licence (or higher). Participants also do not need to
be a member of a CAMS affiliated car club.
Each run will be a 10 minute timed session with the time for the fastest single lap being used
for results. It is anticipated that all competitors will get one session every hour. Yes, that is
right… you could be looking at an hour of competitive driving.
A passenger is allowed and is encouraged as a great way to introduce someone to
motorsport or provides the driver with the opportunity to gain valuable knowledge and
feedback whilst out on the track. All passengers are required to be registered and must pay
$40 per person directly to Luddenham Raceway. Drivers are also able to be a passenger in
another competition vehicle. Only one passenger per competition vehicle.
Spectators are welcome. Please note however that all spectators must be registered with the
venue on the day and are required to pay $5 directly to Luddenham Raceway. Luddenham
Raceway then provides this money to their chosen charity. This also allows for accountability
in the pit area and an electronic gate pass. For safety reasons, Luddenham Raceway will not
allow children under the age of 16 (unless they are a registered driver) to be in the pits or in
the spectator area in the Motorsport Park area. Children under the age of 16, or people
wanting to spectate for free, can do so from the reception area of the Go-Kart Centre.
Limited seating is available at the windows with a view of both tracks.
Event Information and Entry Form available on the TCC Facebook event page
https://www.facebook.com/events/374925549813111/.
See you there!
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THORNLEIGH CAR CLUB
BUNNINGS BBQ FUNDRAISER
TCC will be doing a Bunnings BBQ fundraiser
th
on Sunday 15 September,
at Thornleigh Bunnings
Pennant Hills Rd & Phyllis Avenue, Thornleigh.
All money raised will go towards the running of the
club, including our events.
All assistance, even if just for a few hours, would be
greatly appreciated.
Please contact Matt Rath on 0415 525 534 if you
can help out, or if you need further information.

A Drive Down Memory Lane… The Final Leg
Date:
Venue:

nd

Saturday, 2 November 2019
Sydney Basin

This is the final event in the A Drive Down Memory Lane series. This event will include motorsport
disciplines, other than circuit racing and speedway, although a couple of the locations may still be the
same.
Nicole still needs more of the experienced members from TCC to help provide a list of other venues
and locations to help starting planning a route for the event. Any photos, sets of results or other
information about these venues and events, that can be included in the information booklet, will be
greatly appreciated.
More information to be released closer to the event, so keep an eye on the TCC Facebook event
page https://www.facebook.com/events/435518727207211/

- 21 -

PISTON SLAP

JUNE 2019

Other Motorsport Results
WRC - World Rally Championship
Driver Standings
1. Sebastien Ogier
2. Ott Tanak
3. Thierry Neuville
4. Elfyn Evans
5. Kris Meeke

Points
142
140
132
65
56

Last Event: Rally Portugal 31 May – 2 June 2019
1. Ott Tanak / Martin Jarveoja
2. Thierry Neuville / Nicolas Gilsoul
3. Sebastien Ogier / Julien Ingrassia
Next Event: Rally Italy 13 – 16 June 2019

ARC - Australian Rally Championship
Driver Standings
1. Harry Bates Eli Evans
2. Molly Taylor
3. Luke Anear
4. Lewis Bates
=5.
5. Darren Windus
=5.
6. ATom Wilde

Points
142
98
71
68
52
52

Last Event: Rally Canberra 11 May 2019
1. Harry Bates / John McCarthy
2. Molly Taylor / Malcolm Read
3. Mick Patton / Bernie Webb

Points
87
86
52
51
47

Last Event: Monaco Grand Prix 23 – 26 May ‘19
1. Lewis Hamilton
2. Sebastian Vettel
3. Valtteri Bottas

Points
1646
1402
1231
1220
1168

Last Event: Winton S/sprint 24 - 26 May 2019
1. Scott McLaughlin
2. Fabian Coulthard
3. Jamie Whincup

Next Event: Rally Tasmania 21 - 23 June 2019

F1 – Formula One
Driver Standings
1. Valtteri Bottas
2. Lewis Hamilton
3. Sebastian Vettel
4. Max Verstappen
5. Charles Leclerc

Next Event: Canadian Grand Prix 7 – 9 June ‘19

Supercars
Driver Standings
1. Scott McLaughlin
2. Fabian Coulthard
3. Shane van Gisbergen
4. David Reynolds
5. Jamie Whincup

Next Event: Darwin S/sprint 14 – 16 June 2019
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A new range of
Thornleigh Car Club
regalia is coming
soon.
Stay tuned!

THE CHAMPIONS OF 2018

ARON ELLIOTT
1 Club Championship
st
1 Driver’s Championship
st
1 Khanacross Championship
st

MATT RATH
3 Club Championship
st
1 Rally Driver’s Championship
rd

NEIL HOOD
5 Club Championship
nd
2 Rally Driver’s Championship
th

Alana Dean -1st Ladies Championship
Alana Dean -1st Rally Navigator’s Championship
Vicki Gillon – 1st Motorkhana Championship
Dean Tomlin - 1st Speed Championship
David Masing - Ernie Boston Trophy

GARRY ELLIOTT
2 Club Championship
nd
2 Driver’s Championship
nd
2 Khanacross Championship
nd

GREG YATES
4 Club Championship
th
5 Driver’s Championship
th

KAREN YATES
6 Club Championship
th

Alana Dean – Novice Award
Nicole Crowley - Clubman Award
Tim Hurst - Encouragement Award
Ian Polczynski - Junior Encouragement Award
Gary & Wendy Maher - Officials Award

