MONTHLY MAGAZINE
OF THE THORNLEIGH
CAR CLUB INC
ESTABLISHED 1954

November 2018
Bits from Boston
2018 CAMS Australian Motorkhana Championship
Whiteline Twilight Tarmac Rallysprint
Rally Recap
Event Results
And more….

www.tcc.org.au

Thornleigh Car Club Inc

PISTON SLAP
THORNLEIGH CAR CLUB INC – OFFICE BEARERS 2018/2019
P.O. Box 276, Pennant Hills NSW 1715
ABN 71673140384
www.tcc.org.au
www.cams.com.au
ROLE

OFFICE BEARER

PHONE

EMAIL

President:

Matthew Rath

0415 525 534

Vice Presidents:

Jim Richardson

(02) 9639 0638

Phil Coffey

0408 230 836

Secretary:

Geoff Horler

0408 118 087

Treasurer:

John Crowley

0409 393 215

Club Captain:

Andrew Chinner

0411 087 558

Vice Captain:

Glenn Inkster

0404 136 232

Editor:

Nicole & Andrew Crowley

0409 987 210 / 0421 334 426

Publicity Officer:

Aron Elliott

0403 013 166

Minute Secretary:

Geoff Horler

0408 118 087

Property Officer:

Dominic Connolly

0447 697 111

CAMS Delegate:

Phil Coffey

0408 230 836

editor@thornleighcarclub.org

Hon. Auditor:

Alt. CAMS Delegate: Geoff Horler

0408 118 087

Meeting Officer:
Social Secretary:

Nicole Crowley

0477 500 008

Brett Manewell

0423 572 057

Officials Registrar:
Web Master:

Historics Registrar: Jim Richardson

(02) 9639 0638

jimandbev@bigpond.com

When calling an Office Bearer, please remember that this is a voluntary position. It would be greatly appreciated if calls were made outside of
business hours (after 5pm) and a voicemail message is left where the call is not taken.

Executive Committee

Competition Advisors

Editorial Committee

Social Committee

Matt Rath

Motorkhana

Ernie Boston &
Dave Masing

Nicole Crowley

Nicole Crowley

Andrew Crowley

Janelle Lansley

Jim Richardson
Phil Coffey

Khanacross

Aron Elliott

John Crowley

Stephen Lansley

John Crowley

Speed Events

Andrew Chinner

Carol Crowley

Dominic Connolly

Geoff Horler

Rallies

Trevor Parsonage

Geoff Horler

Belinda Manewell

Andrew Chinner

Touring Events

Jim Richardson &
Greg Yates

Glenn Inkster

Karen Yates

Andrew Crowley
Nicole Crowley
Brett Manewell

Monthly Meetings:

Second Thursday of each month except January
Pennant Hills Leisure & Learning Centre, 8 Warne Street, Pennant Hills
Video starts at 7:30pm, Meeting starts at 8:00pm

Magazine Articles to:

Email: editor@thornleighcarclub.org
Appreciated 2 weeks BEFORE the monthly meeting

CAMS Mailing Address:

NSW
NSW
National

CAMS Member Hotline:
NSW Office Contacts:

1300 883 959
(02) 8736 1219

P.O. Box 6126, Silverwater BC NSW 1811
Quad 1, Lvl 2, 8 Parkview Drive Sydney Olympic Park NSW 2127
P.O. Box 147, Caulfield East VIC 3145
nsw@cams.com.au

The opinions & comments expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Club Executive or the Editor.

PISTON SLAP

NOVEMBER 2018

PRESIDENTS PAGE
NOVEMBER 2018
Greetings Members,
Is it me or are these months going faster and faster? November is now upon us and our competition
calendar is starting to wind up with most championships having run all of their events. Please double check
the pointscore in the last magazine to ensure you have received all of the correct points as their will be no
further pointscores issued for the year. Thankfully we have one more event that you can use to count
towards your officiating requirements, and one more magazine left for the year to get your original article in,
in order to satisfy the championship trophy eligibility requirements.
th

As indicated above, TCC is running one more event for 2018, a Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser on Sunday 25
November at Thornleigh Bunnings – Pennant Hills Road and Phyllis Avenue, Thornleigh NSW 2120. If
anyone can help out, even if just for a few hours, please contact me on 0415 525 534. All profits will go to
the running of the club in 2019 and some great new events that are currently being planned.
st

Thank you to everyone who officiated at the TCC State Khanacross on the 21 October. I hear that the
grounds were not affected by the rain and all 20 starters enjoyed the day. I’m sure results will be included
in the magazine.
Alana and I went along to Valvoline Raceway at the end of the Drive Down Memory Lane – Speedway
Edition. The racing was really enjoyable and we had fun catching up with everyone in the corporate box. If
th
you were like Alana and I and couldn’t make the social tour on the 27 October, please ensure you save
th
the date for the re-run which is planned to be held on Saturday, 9 February 2019, on your calendar now.
For all recipients of a perpetual trophy at the presentation night earlier this year, can you please start
thinking about getting these trophies back to either Glenn Inkster or myself at the November or December
meetings. If you are unable to make either of these meetings, please contact either one of us to arrange
another suitable time to hand them back.
You will also find a renewal form with your magazine. It is important that you renew your membership
before competition starts next year, so that you don’t rock up to the first event and not have a valid club
membership!
Also, as our new Club Captain - Andrew Chinner, starts considering the TCC Competition Calendar for
2019, please provide him a list of any preferred events for 2019 along with the date (if it has been
released), the club that runs it and a quick overview as
to why the event should be included. Also, if you are
planning to direct an event, please also advise Andrew
so that these events can be considered as well.
Finally, by the time you read this, Phil Coffey would
have represented TCC at the official opening of
Luddenham Raceway. A range of speakers will have
been there and he will hopefully enjoy the parade lap of
high performance vehicles and past and present race
cars will take media and VIP guests for a lap around
Luddenham Raceway. We hope to hear more about
this from Phil at the club meeting.
Stay safe and see you at the meeting.
Matt Rath

November Meeting:
Supper:

Raffle:

Matt Rath

Phil Coffey

Cover Photo – Steve & Janelle Lansley, along with Phil Coffey, on the Drive Down Memory Lane – Speedway Edition
with Maroubra Beach in the background.
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EDITORS REPORT
The Drive Down Memory Lane – Speedway Edition ended up being washed
th
out on Saturday 13 October after the speedway cancelled their night of
racing. The infield had become Parramatta’s newest swimming pool, so the
th
entire event was postponed to the washout date of Saturday 27 October.
Even though numbers were low, the weather was great and everyone really
enjoyed the day. It was a long drive to see nothing, as unfortunately there is
nothing left of the 13 original speedways on the tour. The night of racing at
Valvoline Raceway was great, with some excellent racing in the
A Mains for all categories. There are photos later in the
magazine. A big thank you to historian, Graham Clayton, for
offering to come and speak to our participants about Windsor
RSL Speedway and then continuing the motorsport talk back at
Windsor RSL over morning tea. If you want to know more about
Windsor RSL and the information that Graham has collated, go
to https://www.facebook.com/groups/220362508395/or look up
Windsor RSL Speedway on Facebook. For those who missed
this event, we are planning to run this event again on Saturday
th
9 February. Additionally, a big congratulations to a very
surprised Maggie Horler for winning the 2 Seater Sprintcar Ride
gift voucher!
As I mentioned last month, we will have a guest speaker who will be coming to our November meeting.
Tony Loxley has authored 12 speedway and road racing books including Liverpool City Raceway - The
Place of Pace parts 1 and 2, F5000 Thunder, Ghosts in the Bull Pens, Tasman Cup 1964-1975, The Speedway by the Freeway - Celebrating 1000 meetings at Parramatta
City Raceway and has another book about to be released. Tony continues to write and
publish books along with his business partner, Andrew Green within Full Throttle
Publishing and is regularly seen at speedway events as a photographer. A former editor
of Speedway Racing News, his love of motor sport goes back to the mid 'seventies and
today, along with publishing, he continues to work full time in the New South Wales
Police Force. So make sure you are at our November meeting!
nd

Our Presentation Night for 2018 will be held on Friday, 22 February 2019. A booking form will be released
closer to the event, but make sure you mark this date in your calendar now!
On a sad note, Ted Anderson, who is known to many of us from being a Steward at a number of our events
th
over many, many years, sadly passed away on Tuesday, 30 October. On behalf of TCC, we send our
condolences to his family and friends.
Nicole Crowley

Important Editorial Dates To Remember
Next Piston Slap Edition:

December 2018

Reports and articles required by:

Friday 30th November 2018

Collation Night:

Thursday 6th December 2018

TCC welcomes the following new members
Angus Crowe
May you find lots of enjoyment in your motorsport and friends in TCC.
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CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT
Hello All,
I hope everyone is well, welcome to November’s Club Captain’s report.
I don’t have a lot to report this month as we are nearing the end of the competition year for most forms of
motorsport.
I am going to be doing things a little differently to previous club captains for next year’s sporting
championships. I will be asking, or will have already asked, each group adviser to come back to me with up
to 8 events they would like included for their 2019 championship. I already have 4 events planned for next
years speed championship.
If you have any suggestions or idea’s for events you’d like to run or be included in next year’s calendar,
please come and see me at the next meeting or give me a call on the mobile and I’ll see what we can
organize.
Pointscore Events
Thur 8th November
TCC Monthly Meeting
Pennant Hills Leisure and Learning Centre, 8 Warne Street Pennant Hills. 8pm start time with Supper
and raffle afterwards. Please remember that a guest speaker has been organised for this meeting.
th

th

Sat/Sun 24 & 25 November Bathurst Speed Weekend
Type
Supersprint & Hillclimb
Club
Bathurst Light Car Club
Venue
Mt Panaroma
Cost
Saturday $180.00, Sunday $140.00.
Entry forms & supp reg’s are available at https://bathurstlightcarclub.com.au/.
th

Sun 25 November
TCC Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser
Type
Social
Venue
Thornleigh McDonalds, Pennant Hills Road & Phyllis Avenue, Thornleigh NSW 2120
All money raised will go towards the running of the club and new events in 2019. All assistance, even if just
for a few hours, would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Matt Rath on 0415 525 534 if you can help
out, or if you need further information. This is the last event that you can help out at in order to meet the
officiating requirements as part of the Championship trophy eligibility requirements.
Thur 13th December
TCC Christmas Meeting
Pennant Hills Leisure and Learning Centre, 8 Warne Street Pennant Hills. 8pm start time with Supper,
raffle & Xmas party afterwards.
Upcoming Non Points Score Events
Nov 4
Autobrunch
Nov 10-11 RX-AUS
Nov 15-18 Rally Australia
Nov 17-18 NSW State Racing Meeting
Nov 20
Twilight Rallysprint
Dec 2
Autobrunch
Dec 6
Twilight Rallysprint

St Ives showground
Winton Motor Raceway
Coffs Harbour
SMSP
WSID
St Ives Showground
WSID

See you at the Track,
Andrew
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TCC Calendar 2018
Day

Date

Month

Event

Venue

Club

Level

Type

Sun

4

Feb

CL Rudd Motorkhana

Ansell Park

HDCC

Multi

Motorkhana

Thurs

8

Feb

TCC Monthly Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

Sun

11

Feb

MGCCN Dirt/Tar Khanacross

Ringwood Park

MGCCN

Multi

Khanacross

Fri

16

Feb

TCC Presentation Dinner

Muirfield Golf Course

TCC

Club

Social

Sat

24

Feb

100 Mile Trial

Richmond Area

TCC

Multi

Touring Rally

Thurs

8

Mar

TCC Monthly Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

Sat

10

Mar

LBMCCC Skidpan Motorkhana

SMSP - Skidpan

LBMCCC

Multi

Motorkhana

Sun

18

Mar

Multiclub Huntley Hillclimb

Huntley Hill Dapto

WSCC

Multi

Hillclimb

Sun

25

Mar

Toyosports Autocross

Colo Park

Toyo

Multi

Khanacross

Thurs

12

Apr

TCC Monthly Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

Sat

14

Apr

Caves Classic Rally (NSW, ECC, CRS, HRS)

Oberon

NSSCC

Multi

Forest Rally

Sat

21

Apr

SSCC Interclub Supersprint Round 2

SMSP - South

SSCC

Multi

Supersprint

Sun

22

Apr

NSSCC State Khanacross Round 3 (cancelled)

SID (Sydney Int Drags)

NSSCC

State

Khanacross

Sun

29

Apr

The Run With No Beer

Central Tablelands

CRC

Multi

Touring Rally

Sun

6

May

HDCC Motorkhana

Ansell Park

HDCC

Multi

Motorkhana

Thurs

10

May

TCC Monthly Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

Sun

20

May

Volksmuller Rallysprint

SID (Sydney Int Drags)

NSSCC

Multi

Rallysprint

Sat

26

May

WAC Twilight Khanacross (6pm)

Awaba

WAC

Multi

Khanacross

Sun

27

May

HRC David Johnson Autumn Classic

Southern Highlands

CRC

Multi

Touring Rally

Sun

3

Jun

TCC State Motorkhana Round 5

Nirimba

TCC

State

Motorkhana

Thurs

14

Jun

TCC Monthly Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

Sat

23

Jun

Myall Lakes Rally (CRS, DRS, HRS)

Bulahdelah

NDDC

Multi

Forest Rally

Sun

24

Jun

HDCC Hornet State Khanacross Round 4

Hills Motorsport Park

HDCC

State

Khanacross

Sat

7

Jul

Drive Down Memory Lane Social ReRun

Sydney Region

TCC

Club

Social

Thurs

12

Jul

TCC Monthly Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

Sat

21

Jul

Narooma Forest Rally (CRS, DRS, HRS)

Narooma

BMSC

Multi

Forest Rally

Sun

22

Jul

Wollondilly 250

TBA

CRC

Multi

Touring Rally

Sun

29

Jul

Ringwood Hillclimb A2A

Ringwood Park

MGCCN

Multi

Hillclimb

Thurs

9

Aug

TCC Monthly Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

Sun

19

Aug

Ernies Revenge

Ansell Park

TCC

Multi

Motorkhana

Sun

26

Aug

WAC State Khanacross Round 6

Awaba

WAC

State

Khanacross

Sun

26

Aug

MX5 Club Track Day

Wakefield Park

MX5

Club

Supersprint

Sat/Sun

25/26

Aug

MG Spring Rally

TBA

MG NSW

Multi

Touring Rally

Sat

8

Sept

TCC vs HDCC Challenge

Sydney Region

TCC

Club

Social

Thurs

13

Sept

TCC Monthly Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

Sat

15

Sept

LBMCCC State Motorkhana Round 9

SMSP Skidpan

LBMCCC

State

Motorkhana

Sat

15

Sept

Minidulla Rally (CRS, DRS, HRS)

Shallow Crossing

SKDAC

Multi

Forest Rally

Fri

28

Sept

TCC / Scout Khanacross / Moot^

Colo Park

TCC

Club

Khana / Official

Sat

29

Sept

TCC / Scout Khanacross / Moot^

Colo Park

TCC

Club

Khana / Official

Sun

30

Sept

TCC / Scout Khanacross / Moot^

Colo Park

TCC

Club

Khana / Official

Mon

1

Oct

TCC / Scout Khanacross / Moot^

Colo Park

TCC

Club

Khana / Official

Thurs

11

Oct

TCC Monthly Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

Sat

13

Oct

Drive Down Memory Lane Speedway Edition

Sydney Region

TCC

Club

Social

Sun

14

Oct

WAC Motorkhana (10am)

Awaba

WAC

Multi

Motorkhana

Sat

20

Oct

Monaro Stages Rally (NSW, ECC, CRS, HRS)

Cooma

LCCC

Multi

Forest Rally

Sun

21

Oct

TCC State Khanacross Round 7

Hills Motorsport Park

TCC

State

Khanacross

Sat

27

Oct

Drive Down Memory Lane Speedway Edition*

Sydney Region

TCC

Club

Social

Thurs

8

Nov

TCC Monthly Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

Sat

24

Nov

Bathurst Speed Weekend - Conrod Supersprint

Mt Panorama Bathurst

BLCC

Multi

Supersprint

Sun

25

Nov

Bathurst Speed Weekend - Mountain Straight HC

Mt Panorama Bathurst

BLCC

Multi

Hillclimb

Sat/Sun

3/4

Nov

Alpine Classic Rally

TBA

CRC

Multi

Touring Rally

Thurs

13

Dec

TCC Monthly Club Meeting + Xmas Party

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Club

Meeting

^ Matts Scout Moot / Khanacross event. Club Only Event. More Details to follow.
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Bits from Boston...
After Kris Meeke was sidelined with Citroen after a few too many crashes, it
was unclear whether he would have a manufacturer backed future in the WRC.
Well, Toyota Gazoo Racing has picked up Meeke for 2019, who is replacing
Esapekka Lappi who is now teaming up with Sebastien Ogier in a new look
Citroen Racing squad. After testing a Toyota Yaris, Meeke is still motivated to
chase the world title. I’m sure we’ll see whether Toyota has made the right
move or not sometime next year. Sebastien Loeb, wow does he go fast! Even after retirement, Loeb can
still win WRC rounds. He is an incredibly fast driver. 9 times World Champion speaks for itself!
On another note, John Boston did very well at the World Time Attack for 2018. Driving in the open class,
car 32, it didn’t blow up this year & he ended up 7th outright, which was a good result. Adam Casmiri won
the Open Class for the second year in a row. For the full set of results, go to
http://www.worldtimeattack.com/index.php/2018-results/. A date for 2019 has been confirmed, and I’m sure
neither driver will be short of a seat.
I have also been watching the tin tops in Australia. The last 3 meetings of the Supercars have seen Steven
rd
Richards alongside Craig Lowndes. At Sandown Steven & Craig got 3 Outright, then away they went to
nd
Bathurst & got 1st Outright. Then off to Surfers Paradise and on Saturday they were 2 Outright. Then on
the Sunday, they were well placed in the race but then the rain came tumbling down. The race was red
flagged, and even though they attempted to restart the race, the weather did not improve, so the race was
cancelled. This has left the championship open with only a couple of rounds left. Their last event is at
Newcastle which I shall watch with great interest.
Hope to see you soon,
Ernie.

Member News
A huge congratulations to Dave and Jessica Masing
on the birth of their second girl, Alexis Erica Masing, at
4:04pm on Monday 8th October.
Length 52cm, Weight 3.6kg (7.9lbs)
Everyone is now back home and doing well.
“The littlest feet make the biggest footprints in our heart’.

Thornleigh Car Club’s 2018 Presentation Night
Friday, 22nd February 2019
Muirfield Golf Club, North Rocks Road, Muirfield
More details closer to the event.
Please ensure that all perpetual trophies are returned to
Glenn Inkster or Matt Rath by the December meeting.
-6-
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A Drive Down Memory Lane – Speedway Edition Photos

Even the sky showed that it was a good day
for the oval tracks!

The start

Some of the programs in the
event bags!

Listening to historian, Graham Clayton, talk
about Windsor RSL Speedway.

Morning tea at Windsor RSL

The Elliotts

Checking out the plaque at the old Sydney
Showground Royale

The Hoods

Checking out the plaque at Olympia ‘Maroubra’
Speedway

The Horlers and the Crowleys with
Maroubra Beach in the background

Rod Mackay & Wayne Crompton

Enjoying the corporate box at Valvoline
Raceway

Did you miss this event?
We are currently planning on re-running this event on Saturday 9th February 2019.
Keep an eye on the TCC Facebook page and website for details closer to the event.
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2018 CAMS Australian Motorkhana Championship
The AMC (Australian Motorkhana Championship) was held this year at Nirimba TAFE, Quakers Hill. It was
meant to be run in Queensland this year but they didn’t have grounds available in time to commit to running
the event there. Which worked out very well for me as my wife Jess was due to give birth the following
week, but I very nearly didn’t even make the event as Early Saturday morning Jess started having
contractions which were 8 minutes apart for 4 hours and then dropped to 6 minutes for 1 hour, and then
they just stopped at 4am. So that allowed me to have some sleep for Saturday’s activities.
Saturday at a National level allows you to complete your admin, have your car scrutineered and also
practice your skills. I intended to use the practice time to try different tyres, 1 set was Hankook RS3 and
the other was the Nitto NT01 that I had used for circuit racing. The Nitto’s are a semi slick tyre but not an
“R” compound and were heavily worn. I found the Nitto’s to give me more traction on sweeping turns but
the RS3 was better in a straight slalom, which works well until the load locks my power steering pump up,
making it very difficult to steer. I opted to run the Nitto’s, did a final few runs and packed up for the day.
Sunday morning, the main event, nerves start to slowly kick in, the banter between rivals start and we’re
set for an awesome day. Peter Batt directed the event with the help of Hills District Car Club, Mini Car
Club, Renault Car Club and Thornleigh Car Club.
nd

After the first test I was sitting 2 by 0.06 of a second, and I knew it was going to be a tough day. My main
rival was going to be Stephen Turner in a Mirage from Tasmania. Test 2, I break the national record by
almost a full second! Test 3, Forward and Reverse Slalom, now I have never been that quick at reversing
as I only use my mirrors due to the race seat I can’t turn around in it. I practiced this test so many times the
day before and was pretty confident I’d get a reasonable time. Well things went to crap while reversing, I
pushed too hard and lost the front end almost collecting a flag on my way and then ended up stalling it and
it wouldn’t restart. I lost a total of 7 seconds to the Mirage in that test alone.
I told myself stay confident it’s not over yet I only need to make 1 second back per test on him. Now that
may sound quite easy, but I assure you it wasn’t. I pushed as hard as I could and it all came to the final 3
tests. Test 10 I pulled back a further 1.6 seconds, Test
11 another 1.7 seconds so it was all down to the final
test, I just needed to make sure nothing was hit and it
was a nice smooth run, well I did that pipping Stephen
by 0.02 and took my tally for new National Class C
records set that day to 4!
Stephen and I then added up our times to compare as
we both knew just how tight it was going to be. With a
difference of just 2.3 seconds I had done it, I won my
class with what I would say a very hard fought come
back drive of the year!
The shootout was the last thing left to do, the top 5
specials and top 5 production cars line up at a test for
the ultimate bragging rights. The test was the
same as Test 12 just ran, Spiro Slalom, I
knew I had a bit more time in it if I pushed a
little more and I sure did that, taking out
fastest production car in the shootout as well!
The time was quicker than my actual test time
by 0.83 of a second and would have given
me another National record for my class if it
was.
Finally I would like to thank all officials who
assisted.
Cheers.
Dave Masing
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A Look Back…
LOOK BACK RE-HASHED.
Who’d have guessed it? Gary Maher has run out of things to say – well almost! What ever happened to all
the Geminis? Does anyone want a fondue set – hardly used (read ‘new’)?
By the time you read this, I will have competed again at the ‘exciting new circuit at Goulburn’. It’s taken a
while but CAMS has got serious about alcohol by breath testing competitors at State Motor khanas – and
even sending one competitor home from a Super Sprint I was at recently – after he failed the test at
7.30am.
I’ve added the 2003 Final Point Score to show that 33 members scored more than 10 points and also how
many members contested all the series (and to show off a little). What’s gone wrong?
PISTON SLAP - NOVEMBER, 2003.
LOOK BACK.
A Nostalgic roam through past ‘Piston Slaps’ for the month of November.
1978:
Phil Coffey, in his new position of Editor, wrote about the large contingent of TCC members who made the
journey to Port Macquarie to spectate at the Southern Cross rally which coincided with the release of the
‘new’ Datsun Stanza. This was an international event in those days and I reckon the TCC crowd really
enjoyed it because President, Ken McCraw, Gary Harrison and Steve & Janelle Lansley all wrote long
articles about it. November was speed event month in 1978. First of all, there was a Catalina Lap Dash
where our best performer was Ray Lance in his XU1 Torana. Ernie Boston, Phil Coffey, Steve & Janelle
Lansley and John Littler all had a big day in Geminis, with Janelle actually driving Ernie’s car. Next, we ran
an Amaroo Park Dirt Circuit where TCC had 22 of the 73 starters. Our best performance came from Col
Atkinson in his quick VW Golf with a 32.97. Apparently, the heavens opened up but Col was still fastest in
the wet with a time of 36.74. Ernie Boston was next best with 34.56 (dry) and 38.65 (wet) in the Gemini.
John Littler, then running the Richo Cortina, with, as reported in ‘Bits from Boston’, “wall to wall lights on the
front”, returned a best time of 34.7. Both these speed events were run by Renault Car Club.
The social for the month was a Fondue Night held at Jim & Bev Richardson’s – we all starved!!
1983:
Editor Steve Lansley wrote about the forth-coming State Election and the merits of the two heavyweights,
Neville Wran & Nick Greiner, as they relate to motoring. As President, I wrote about the CAMS Presidents’
Forum, which I attended, and how I believed CAMS’ policy was only just catching up to what we’d been
doing at TCC for ages. The only event I could find was a Touring Assembly directed by Neil Hood. It
started from Doug Barrett’s Golden Fleece Service Station at Carlingford and attracted 8 crews. John
Littler & John Hibbard won it. We did also field 2 teams in the 10th Annual 6-hour relay race at Amaroo
Park Circuit. Our Ray Lance was presented with a silver tray for being the only driver to have competed
in every one of the ten 6-hour events. Bruce Firth managed our 1st Team, which won outright and was 4th
on handicap. Our 2nd Team, managed by John Radford, was 17th outright and 7th on handicap.
1988:
Editor Steve Bicket wrote about witnessing the incident where a person was driving while injecting heroin
into his arm and eventually collapsing at the wheel from an overdose. President, Phil Coffey wrote about
members competing in State Rounds and the additional prestige it brings to the club.
The first event for the month was a Touring Assembly directed by Don Adams which took in 180 kms of
roads in ‘Greater Sydney’, but alas, no reports or results. We also took part in the HDCC Pine Valley
Forest Rally. This was an 87 km event held in the Jenolan Forest and directed by Craig Ramsay. The
entry fee was only $50 plus optional insurance. Again, unfortunately, no results or report.
1993:
Editor Ray Rowe wrote a great report about our first Targa Thornleigh which was thoroughly enjoyed by all
who took part. The overnight stop was at Hampton. As President, I wrote about Past Events and talked
about the ‘exciting new circuit at Goulburn’. I also warned members about drinking alcoholic beverages at
events and the fact that CAMS was cracking down on this.
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The only event for the month was a
twilight khana at Cataract, run by
Christian Auto Sport. Once again,
no report or results but my memory
tells me that this was the event
where George Rowe put the old
brown Gemini into a tree – but I
can’t remember anything else.
Well, it seemed like a good idea at
the time! This is the last of the
‘Look Back’ series as the
December magazines for most of
the years that I picked to
remember, are very sketchy. I
hope my brief notes prompted
some happy memories for some of
you. For my part, it has been fun
reading a lot of the old mags,
although hard work to summarise
them (not to mention deciphering
Gary’s writing! – W.M. Typist)
Someone else can do it for the
100th Anniversary!!
Gary Maher
I know I’ve mentioned this point
before while typing Gary’s ‘Look
Back’ articles – BUT – he often
mentioned an event then followed it
with ‘unfortunately, no report or
results’. Ernie often gives event
reports in his articles but this
doesn’t always cover all the point
score events for the month. It is
important that, if these magazines
are being kept for archival
purposes, a report for each event,
along with the results, should be
published. It will make it easier for
whoever writes the club memories
for the 100th.
Wendy Maher

Got a perpetual trophy?
These will need to be returned at either the November or December meeting to Glenn Inkster or Matt Rath.
If you are unable to make either of these meetings, please contact Glenn on 0404 136 232
or Matt on 0415 525 534 to make alternative arrangements.
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TCC State Khanacross Results
Sunday, 21st October 2018
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Rally Recap
To say the least it’s been an interesting start to co-driving. Doing the Techworkz series was a good series
to start on, but it did have a lot of highs and a few challenging lows.
To start off with my wonderful driver Matthew hadn’t really explained a lot to me about what I had to do
other than read a book, give him calls and press the foot pedal when needed. Very basic commands or so I
thought. It was lots to learn very quickly and heaps of trial and error. So I went into all of this thinking it was
a walk in the park and that I would have no issues along the way - boy was I wrong!
The first rally was the Caves Classic at Oberon back in April. Great location to go to but the rough roads
destroyed the tyres really quickly. Within the first five minutes of the liaison to SS1 I was already
complaining. We had borrowed a HANS device from a wonderful friend but when we borrowed it we forgot
to mention it was for myself and not Matt. Apparently 10 degree HANS devices aren’t great for females and
I ended up feeling like a bobble head doll. But Matt to the rescue swapped and let me use his new Simpson
Hybrid device which was a much more comfortable fit. To this day he still hasn’t been able to wear his own
Simpson (oops).
It was about four stages in that the first real problem happened, I was getting car sick! I politely said - okay
maybe loudly suggested he pull over so I could get out. This was mid stage but being nice he did so and it
lost us over 110 seconds. Oops. I was fine, got back in and we finished the rally. He then said next time,
the rules are if I’m going to be sick it happens in the helmet and he’s not stopping.
Thinking the nausea was a rare event in the last rally I didn’t look into any medications to fix it. I was
prepared however and packed a vomit bag in the car, wedged between my leg and the seat. I was very
very glad I did that because during our second rally which was the Clybucca Rally at Kempsey I used it so
often the bag was rarely out of my hands. The roads for this rally were smooth on the edges but with ruts
half a metre deep in most of the roads it was a very bumpy event. The road book for this event was a
wake-up call for me because there were heaps of short calls of 100m that kept me on my toes.
During lunch at this event I was feeling even worse for wear. With nothing in my system I was
uncontrollably shaking, Matt kindly offered for us to withdraw from the event but my reply to him was “I can
either be sick out here or I can be sick in the car, we are finishing this event.” And that’s exactly what we
did.
The third rally was the APS Myall Lakes Rally. With the advice of Nicole I decided to try some Qwells to
help with all the car sickness and they were working great (if not too great) it felt like my head was in a
cloud. SS1 was great, we flew through the stage and you couldn’t have asked for better roads or conditions
we got 12th for that stage. But sadly this rally wasn’t one we got to finish as on SS2 after 7km of smooth
travels I said to Matt that next call was in 1.5km. Mere seconds after that the back end of the car stepped
out and we spun round 180 degrees and slid over a rock and down the road’s edge into a tree. We
checked ourselves over and got out of the car and put out the triangles and the OK sign. We then got to
wait 4 hours for one of the officials from a road closure to come and pull us out as there was apparently no
Sweep or Recovery for our stage (logistical issues apparently) but the car was able to be driven back to the
Service Park with just a few bruised egos, ripped off front guard and dented panels. Even with the small
crash I wasn’t scared off from getting back in the navigators seat.
The Narooma rally was remarkably uneventful for us - minus some issues with car sickness still but we
keep pushing through that. Great event, great roads, perfect weather and a really well organised run sheet.
This event was my first time needing to use a Rallysafe device which at the start was very overwhelming.
With the help of Andrew’s quick instructions dumbed down for a beginner I was able to get an idea of what
to do. I liked being able to see what speed we were doing and to know when other cars who were broken
down were coming up on the stage.
The Minidulla Rally was a good reason for a nice weekend away camping down at Shallow Crossing with
some of our other Thornleigh car club family. Coming into this event I had a sinus infection so I wasn’t
holding up any hopes of getting through this event without some nausea. The rally started out smoothly
until 7km in when the combination of dust and the 28degree heat in a car without a roof vent made it
unbearable and I even resorted to wearing ice gel packs on my neck to try and cool down slightly. We got
through the first few special stages alright with matt having to navigate for himself most of this event. At
service the wind had started to pick up which made the dry dusty roads more of a hazard for all drivers.
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Finally we have the Cooma rally which is my favourite by far! The great open shire roads were an absolute
dream to drive on. We were both feeling a little tired after the late night drive down from Sydney on Friday
and the 6:30am doco start on Saturday morning. SS1 was amazing, we could always see close to a full
kilometre ahead, double width lanes and smooth compacted roads meant we were able to max out what
the car was capable of doing. Top gear and maximum revs had us doing 150km/h and all I can hear Matt
say over the mic was “need more horses” which had me laughing in hysterics.
The stages got more interesting as the day went on because the storm and torrential rain hit while we were
on the stages of clay roads - everyone
was losing traction, cars off the course
everywhere. Thankfully there were no
serious crashes or injuries. The end of
SS5 saw the organisers re-evaluate the
next stages as with the rain still falling
there was the call made to cancel only
SS6 and SS7 but once we were on our
way to SS8 the notification to abandon
the rally showed up on our Rallysafe
device. So back to the service park we
went along with everyone else, it was an
awesome procession of race cars. The
best part about this whole rally though? I
WASNT SICK ONCE!! Personal
achievement for this one, my smile
couldn’t have been bigger at the end of
the five stages we did complete.
Above photo by Bruce Moxon.
So in the final recap, I was sick heaps but
finally figured out how to not be! We only
had one off but it didn’t scare me off being
in the car with Matt driving. It was great
seeing so much of New South Wales that
I wouldn’t have gone and seen without a
rally being there. I have loved the chance
to get to know all the other people in this
big rallying family and have really
appreciated how open and easy everyone
is to approach when you have a question
or just need a tip about what I’m meant to
be doing as a co-driver.
So here’s to a great year of rallying
complete for us, and hopefully we get to
do a few more events next year.
Alana Dean
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Whiteline Twilight Tarmac Rallysprint
18th October 2018

So this is an event I’ve been interested in for a while. With most events and track days, they require you to
travel outside of Sydney and that means accommodation and travel time, but this one gives you the
challenges involved with tarmac or circuit racing but in a package similar to Wednesday night drag racing.
From a value for money point of view it is better than the “run what you brag” drag racing. The tarmac rally
circuit is about 2.6km long and you get 5 runs and the night cost you $250 to enter. So $50 a run and the
elapsed time might be two and a half minutes. Run a 13 second car at the Wednesday night drags and
again 5 or let’s be generous 6 runs for a $60 entry fee (also they now charge $20 to watch, no spectator
fee at the rallysprint). Run 6, 13 seconds flat runs and you were flat out for 1min 18sec for your $60. At the
rallysprint for $50 get you 2 and a half minutes flat out.
So when Rob Parsonage asked me if I wanted to navigate at the first round of the 2018/19 season I
accepted. He had been wanting to do a shakedown event in his new 400kw R33 Skyline GTST. He had
spoken about maybe doing a Wednesday night drags night or even the rolling drags night that is gaining
popularity using the old 90s dragstrip (reverse run up Sydney Motorsport Park’s Main Straight). But he
decided to find the money to do a proper event.
So the plan was for he and Trevor Parsonage to prep the car and head out on a day off work and I make
my way out after work. The event began and due to a 4x4 event the previous weekend half the course was
covered in mud. On the bright side the rain which had been unrelenting through the week was holding off
and it was t-shirt weather/temperature.
On the first run, after a controlled first half of the course Rob got a bit aggressive on the run up the drag
strip and left his braking too late running into the chicane used to slow speeds on the straight. So braking
from speeds over 160km/h you have to judge your braking into a left-right sequence. Anyway we ran out of
real estate and hit the plastic barriers at about 15-20km/h. This being a series 1 R33 there was no ABS
system for the very standard brakes. Having owned the same model I would say the brakes are weak for
the weight of the car and they lock very easily. Also you can’t use too much engine braking as you tend to
chirp the rear tyres. Back in the paddock the damage was assessed and we got away lightly. Snapped
headlamp mountings/moulding, an out of alignment bonnet and the worst of it being a damage driver’s front
fender/guard. Mechanically the car was fine and we were ready to continue. The remaining runs were clean
enough with building aggression. Throughout the night some wiring was insulated from the massive heat of
the exhaust and a catch can breathing an oil mist towards a red hot turbo was a little concerning. There
was definitely a to-do list emerging.
The last run was the fastest. The tyres were garbage but time was made up focusing on corner exits and
avoiding turbo lag by holding a lower gear at some points. The final run up the dragstrip into the notorious
chicane I saw the highest speed of the night on the performance box GPS readout - 164km/h. That was
enough for a 48th position which was just about 2/3rds down the order.
Dean Tomlin.

Photos by On The Redline.
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TCC Christmas Meeting
You may have noticed that many shops are already starting to
stock Christmas items which means our Christmas meeting is
just around the corner.
The TCC Social Committee, along with help from other members
of the club, always puts on a great Christmas meeting full of great
food.
th

So keep the night of Thursday 13 December free.
The normal club meeting starts at 8pm at the Pennant Hills
Leisure Centre.
Once the meeting is finished, feel free to mingle, tell stories and
enjoy great food as we all wind down after a fun year of
competitions and social events and get ready for the Christmas
break.
If you are able to help by bringing a plate of food, or provide other
help including set up, please contact Nicole on 0409 987 210 or by
email to niknax84@optusnet.com.au

Interested in becoming an Official?
To ensure our events run properly and that our regular officials have a chance to also compete, we
need more members to obtain officials licences. Thankfully CAMS are making this process easier.
We need all current Trainee officials to upgrade to General officials. This involves officiating for
one day and filling out a Trainee form and then completing an online Introductory module. This can
be completed in any order. By becoming a General official, it will mean less work for the Event
Secretary, but you will also receive a CAMS Officials Licence Book similar to your CAMS
Competition Licence Book. Whenever you officiate, this book then gets signed by a member of the organising
committee for that event.
This log of events can then be used when upgrading your licence to a Bronze level. It is of note that Bronze level
official licences never expire.
TCC really NEED MORE Bronze level Event Admin, Event Command and Scrutineer officials. We simply do not have
enough of these in the club to allow members to only officiate in a higher role at one TCC event in a year allowing
them to compete in other events.
Just to repeat that Bronze level official licences never expire. For members a little worried about learning and
performing these roles, please be assured that we have many members in the club who are happy to mentor you
through this process. Help is never far away. Some roles will require you to be actively involved in the organisation of
the event so leaving this to the last minute will not benefit yourself with any potential assessments. TCC has plenty of
events that you can help run and upgrade your licence, so please have a good think about it and speak to an
Executive member in order to start the process.
For more information on the different types of officials licences, or to register your interest in a training module,
please check out the CAMS website www.cams.com.au/get-involved/officials/training

Looking for more ways to interact with TCC?
Like us on Facebook to see upcoming events, photos, results and other
motorsport related news.
Look for Thornleigh Car Club Inc on Facebook.
We are also on YouTube. Subscribe to our channel to see videos of our events.
Alternatively, if you have a video that you would like to appear on our YouTube
channel, please contact Trevor Parsonage or Nicole Crowley.
Look for Thornleigh Car Club Inc on YouTube.
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THORNLEIGH CAR CLUB HISTORIC VEHICLE REGISTRATION RENEWALS
A quick reminder of the rules and requirements for the renewal of your historic vehicle, with Thornleigh Car
Club, under the current Log Book Scheme;
1. A renewed application for recognition must be supplied if any changes to your current supplied details
2. Proof of current financial membership of TCC supplied
3. Proof of current insurance of vehicle.
4. Current pink slip for vehicle
5. Completed Historical Vehicle Declaration (as supplied with your renewal)
6. A $10 fee payable to TCC to cover admin costs
7. A signed acceptance of all current conditions and regulations.
Copies of any of these forms are available from the Registrar
For more information please contact Jim Richardson on 9639 0638 or via email at jimandbev@bigpond.com
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Other Motorsport Results
WRC - World Rally Championship
Driver Standings
1. Sebastien Ogier
2. Thierry Neuville
3. Ott Tanak
4. Esapekka Lappi
5. Jari-Matti Latvala

Points
204
201
181
110
102

Last Event: Rally Spain 25 – 28 October 2018
1. Sebastien Loeb / Daniel Elena
2. Sebastian Ogier / Julien Ingrassia
3. Elfyn Evans / Daniel Barritt
Next Event: Rally Australia 15 – 18 November 2018

ARC - Australian Rally Championship
Driver Standings
1. Eli Evans
2. Harry Bates
3. Steve Glenney
4. Molly Taylor
5. Adrian Coppin

Points
310
281
273
260
189

Last Event: Rally South Australia 21 – 23 Sept ‘18
1. Harry Bates / John McCarthy
2. Molly Taylor / Malcolm Read
3. Zayne Admiraal / Matthew Heywood

Points
358
294
236
227
216

Last Event: Mexican Grand Prix 27 - 29 October ‘18
1. Max Verstappen
2. Sebastian Vettel
3. Kimi Raikonnen

Points
3368
3354
2935
2925
2687

Last Event: Gold Coast 600 19 – 21 October 2018
1. Jamie Whincup / Paul Dumbrell
2. Shane van Gisbergen / Earl Bamber
3. Craig Lowndes / Steven Richards

Next Event: Rally Australia 15 - 18 November 2018

F1 – Formula One
Driver Standings
1. Lewis Hamilton
2. Sebastian Vettel
3. Valterri Bottas
4. Kimi Raikkonen
5. Max Verstappen

Next Event: Brazilian Grand Prix 9 – 12 Nov 2018

Supercars
Driver Standings
1. Scott McLaughlin
2. Shane van Gisbergen
3. Jamie Whincup
4. Craig Lowndes
5. David Reynolds

Next Event: Auckland Supersprint 2 – 4 Nov 2018
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A new range of
Thornleigh Car Club
regalia is coming
soon.
Stay tuned!

THE CHAMPIONS OF 2017

JOHN CROWLEY
1 Club Championship
st
1 Rally Navigator’s Championship
6th Motorkhana Championship

ARON ELLIOTT
Eq. 2 Club Championship
2nd Drivers Championship
1st Khanacross Championship

GLENN INKSTER
Eq. 2nd Club Championship
1st Driver’s Championship

GARRY ELLIOTT
4 Club Championship
nd
2 Khanacross Championship

ANDREW CROWLEY
5th Club Championship
1st Rally Driver’s Championship

ERNIE BOSTON
6 Club Championship
th
4 Motorkhana Championship

st

Joy Hood -1st Ladies Championship
David Masing – 1st Motorkhana Championship
Dean Tomlin - 1st Speed Championship
Aron Elliott - Ernie Boston Trophy
Vicki Gillon-Connolly – Novice Award

nd

th

th

Dominic Connolly - Clubman Award
Geoff Horn - Encouragement Award
Callum O’Donnell - Junior Encouragement Award
Peter Batt - Officials Award

