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Greetings members and welcome to November.
Firstly I would like to thank Nicole Crowley for the last leg of A Drive Down Memory Lane which she
researched, organised and ran on the 2nd November. Crews were treated to (or perhaps upset by the loss
of) many grounds of yesteryear from all across Sydney. The weather was absolutely fantastic and our
lunch and dinner stops provided a refreshing atmosphere.
Can I please remind any members who are currently in possession of a perpetual trophy that it be returned
by the December meeting so we can organise the engraving for our presentation night to be held in
February.
For those hoping to win back or secure a perpetual trophy in one of the disciplines, a reminder that next
month’s magazine will be your last chance to write an article to ensure you are eligible.
Next month we will once again be celebrating some Christmas festivities at our December meeting, so
come along for a more social evening with food, celebrations and catch up with those who come out of the
woodwork for the Christmas party. Family and friends are always welcome, including that classic car you
might have sitting in the garage, why not bring it along as there is plenty of daylight to admire it.
Finally, and on a sombre note, we received the very sad news of the passing of Don Adams in October. I
know a number of TCC members, both past and present attended the funeral service. I believe Nicole
arranged some flowers to be sent to his wife Heather, on behalf of the TCC, and Alana and I dropped in to
see Heather, their now grown up children and their grandchildren with more flowers and to personally pass
on the club’s condolences. He will be very much missed.
Stay safe and see you at the meeting.
Matt Rath

November Meeting:
Supper:

Raffle:

Steve Lansley

John Grist

Cover Photo – The participants (minus John Crowley and Geoff Horler) at Silverdale Hill Climb as part of ‘A Drive Down
nd
Memory Lane – The Final Leg’ social event on the 2 November 2019.
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EDITORS REPORT
A huge thank you to everyone who turned up for the A Drive Down Memory
nd
Lane – The Final Leg social drive on Saturday, 2 November. I pressed print
on the Venue Information booklet just after 11pm on the Friday night, so it
really was a busy lead up to the event! The event went really well, and for
once, we were pretty much always ahead of the schedule even with starting 30
minutes late! But this allowed for more relaxed morning tea and lunch breaks
which was good as it was still quite a warm day. Thanks to Dave Masing for
providing sweep duties and managing the navigation on his own and of course, a big thank you to Andrew
for all of the support whilst I did ridiculous amounts of hours of research and time spent putting it all
together, not to mention that almost 1,000km in checking the route and driving on the day! There are
articles and photos later on in the magazine covering the event. For those who missed this event, I will be
looking at re-running this event once in 2020, so once the date is released, add it to your calendars
immediately and save the date. Between the locations chosen for the tour, the information in the venue
information booklet, the pit stops and being with like-minded company you won’t be disappointed.
The newspaper clip ‘Thornleigh 500 Car Rally’ was given to me at the
DDML event to publish in the magazine to see if anyone can help. I
believe Richo has already contacted Shaun, but if anyone can also assist
Shaun I’m sure he would be very appreciative.
It is that time of year where members need to start thinking about
renewing their membership. A membership renewal form has been
included. Along with renewing your membership, it’s also the time of the
year to start returning any perpetual trophies that you might have. Please
give these to Andrew Crowley or Matt Rath at the November or December meetings or contact Andrew on
0421 334 426 if you can’t make any of those meetings to arrange the return of the trophy.
On a sad note, we’ve lost two absolute legends of motorsport since the last magazine. Andrew Cowan
th
passed away on Tuesday, 15 October 2019 at the age of 82. Cowan was an exceptional driver who
enjoyed his trials and won the London to Sydney Marathon twice in a Hillman Hunter in 1968 and a
Mercedes 280E in 1977 and won five consecutive Southern Cross rallies. In 1990, Cowan stepped out from
behind the wheel as Ralliart was requiring his full focus. Cowan became the Mitsubishi Ralliart team
principal and under his guidance, Tommi Makinen won four straight titles from 1996 to 1999. 1998 was
Cowan’s most successful when Makinen topped the driver’s standing and the Lancer secured Mitsubishi its
sole manufacturer’s win.
The other loss was one of our own. Don Adams joined in 1962
and was a financial member up until 2017. Don held multiple
positions within the club including Editor from 1966 – 1970,
1977-1978 and 1986, Secretary 1971-1974 and President
1995-1998. Don loved all aspects of club motorsport and was
the TCC Speed Champion in 1967, 1993 and 1994, Club and
Drivers Champion in 1977 and 1985, Motorkhana Champion in
1977 and 1978, and Rally Drivers Champion in 2000. Don also
organised and officiated at a number of great events for the
club. Don was a friend to us all, so whilst words aren’t enough,
we extend our sincere and deepest sympathy, on behalf of
TCC, to Heather, their family and friends.
You only get out of it, what you put in.
Nicole & Andrew Crowley

Important Editorial Dates To Remember
Next Piston Slap Edition:

December 2019

Reports and articles required by:

Friday 29th November 2019

Collation Night:

Thursday 5th December 2019
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CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT
What happened to the year? Seems like it was only January yesterday and now
we are in the final stretch towards Christmas and most importantly, the end of our
competition season for 2019. It has been a while since I have had to write a Club
Captains report, so apologies if I miss or forget something. Saying that, let’s get
into the remaining events on the TCC calendar for the year…
Upcoming Pointscore Events
th
Sat 9 November
AMSAG Tumut Rallysprint
Type
Rallysprint
Venue
Tumut / Bondo
Final event for the AMSAG season and is filling up very fast with 24 entries out of a maximum 30 and
closes on the 6th November. The Rally sprint will be run by Wagga & District Car Club in the Bondo State
Forest with a single 17km stage run 3 times in both directions. Service Park and Rally Control will be at the
Bondo Airstrip on the Argalong Stock Route. Supp Regs and Entry are on the AMSAG Website
www.amsag.com.au/wp/tumut2019.
th

Thur 14 November
TCC Monthly Meeting
Pennant Hills Leisure and Learning Centre, 8 Warne Street Pennant Hills. 8pm start time with Supper
and raffle afterwards.
th

Sun 17 November
WSCC Huntley Hillclimb
Type
Speed / Hillclimb
Venue
Huntley Hill, Dapto
Cost
$100 Adult, $60 Junior
This is the last hillclimb at Huntley for the year and will be a relaxed multiclub event. Entries open on 9th
November and close 15th November with entry and payment receipt only being accepted by post and NOT
by email. There isn’t a lot more to say about this but get down there, it is the last speed event on our
calendar for 2019. Supp Regs and Entry are on the Wollongong Sporting website.
www.wscc.org.au/download.shtml.
rd

Sat 23 November
HDCC State Khanacross Rd6 – Twilight Club Captains
Type
Khanacross
Venue
Hills Motor Park, 1856 Jenolan Caves Road, Hampton
Unfortunately I have no details at print but keep an eye on the HDCC Facebook page and website closer to
the event. What I can tell you is it is Round 6 of the State Khanacross Series being held by Hills District Car
Club at the Hills Motor Park in Hampton. This will be a day / night event with gates opening at 8am with
event start at 2pm, finish at 8pm. Should be a cracker day.www.facebook.com/events/321853651720896/
www.hdcc.com.au/upcoming-events
th

Sun 24 November
CRC Touring Rally
Type
Touring Rally
Club
Classic Rally Club
Venue
TBA
Straight from the CRC website….. “The earlier running of the ALPINE will now open up a window for an
additional one-day rally between the ALPINE and the Clubs Christmas Presentation Lunch in midDecember. The CRC will be canvassing the membership for potential new Event Directors and anyone
prepared to put their hand up to have a go will be given the necessary help and advice by the Clubs current
crop of evil Directors!” No details as yet but hopefully I will get some by the TCC monthly meeting.
th

Thur 12 December
TCC Monthly Meeting – Christmas Meeting
Pennant Hills Leisure and Learning Centre, 8 Warne Street Pennant Hills. 8pm start time with our annual
Christmas catch-up, great food and great company.
Upcoming Non-Pointscore Events
th
Sun 10 November
Multi-club Motorkhana
th
th
Thurs 14 - Sun 17 Nov Rally Australia
Sun 17th November
Evan Green Memorial Rally
rd
Sat 23 November
Motorkhana
Glenn Inkster
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Luddenham
Coffs Harbour
Hunter Valley
Sydney International Dragway

HDCC
WRC/ARC
AHRG
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2019 TCC CALENDAR
Date

Event

Venue

Club

C/ship

Sat

9

February

Drive Down Memory Lane - Speedway

Sydney Metro

TCC

Social

Thu

14

February

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Fri

22

February

TCC Presentation Dinner

Muirfield Golf Club

TCC

Social

Sun

24

February

CL Rudd Motorkhana

Luddenham

HDCC

Motorkhana

Sat

2

March

Summer Skids Khanacross

Colo Park

TCC

Khanacross

Thu

14

March

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

17

March

Grip 'n' Slip Motokhana

Nirimba TAFE

TCC

Motorkhana

Thu

11

April

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

14

April

Hawkesbury Ramble

Western Sydney

CRC

Touring Rally

Sun

14

April

Hornet Khanacross

Hampton Motorsport Park

HDCC

Khanacross

Sun

28

April

Supersprint

Wakefield Park

Mini

Speed

Sun

28

April

O'Hara Motorkhana

Luddenham

HDCC

Motorkhana

Thu

9

May

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

19

May

Volksmuller Rallysprint (RSS)

WSID

NSSCC

Forest Rally

Sun

26

May

MDTC Supersprint

Marulan

HDCC

Speed

Sun

2

June

State Motorkhana Rd5 + Multi-Club

Nirimba TAFE

TCC

Motorkhana

Sat-Sun

8-9

June

AMSAG Bega Rally

Bega/Eden

AMSAG

Forest Rally

Thu

13

June

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

23

June

Tour d' Corse

Southern Highlands

CRC

Touring Rally

Sun

23

June

King/Bermo State Khanacross Rd3

Hampton

HDCC

Khanacross

Sun

7

July

State Motorkhana Rd7

Nirimba TAFE

MCC

Motorkhana

Thu

11

July

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

14

July

Sydney Cars & Coffee & Museum of Fire

Western Sydney

TCC

Social

Sat

27

July

AMSAG Bulahdelah Rally

Bulahdelah

AMSAG

Forest Rally

Sun

28

July

State Khanacross Rd4

Awaba

WAC

Khanacross

Sat

3

August

Narooma Forest Rally (DRS/CRS/HRS)

Narooma

BMSC

Forest Rally

Sun

4

August

Sheep Station Rally

Goulburn Region

CRC

Touring Rally

Thu

8

August

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sat

10

August

LBMCCC Motorkhana

SMSP - Skidpan

LBMCCC

Motorkhana

Sun

18

August

Luddenham Track Day

Luddenham

TCC

Speed

Sat

7

September

Western Weekend Wander

TBA CANCELLED

CRC

Touring Rally

Thu

12

September

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sun

15

September

TCC Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser

Thornleigh Bunnings

TCC

Social

Sun

22

September

Bulahdelah Hillclimb

Bulahdelah

MLSCC

Speed

Sat

28

September

AMSAG Coffs Harbour Rally

Coffs Harbour CANCELLED

AMSAG

Forest Rally

Sat

5

October

Khanacross

Cataract

CACA

Khanacross

Thu

10

October

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sat

19

October

Monaro Stages Rally

Cooma

LCCC

Forest Rally

Sat-Sun

19-20

October

Alpine Classic

Goulburn to Wagga

CRC

Touring Rally

Sun

20

October

State Supersprint Rnd 6

SMSP – Gardner GP Circuit

ARDC

Speed

Sat

2

November

A Drive Down Memory Lane - Final Leg

Sydney Basin

TCC

Social

Sat

9

November

AMSAG Tumut Rallysprint

Tumut

AMSAG

Forest Rally

Thu

14

November

TCC Club Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting

Sat

16

November

Bathurst CANCELLED

BLCC

Speed

Sun

17

November

Bathurst CANCELLED

BLCC

Speed

Sun

17

November

Bathurst Speed Weekend - Conrod Supersprint
Bathurst Speed Weekend - Mountain Straight
Hillclimb
Huntley Hillclimb

West Dapto

WSCC

Speed

Sat

23

November

State Khanacross Rd6 - Twilight Club Captains

Hampton

HDCC

Khanacross

Sun

24

November

Touring Rally

TBA

CRC

Touring Rally

Thu

12

December

TCC Christmas Meeting

Pennant Hills Leisure Centre

TCC

Meeting
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Vale Don Adams
th

th

7 October 1943 – 7 October 2019
In 1963 I was a member of the original Morris Car Club of Australia, I owned a Mini Cooper and was pretty
much ‘King of the Kids’ – well, I thought so! We conducted a ‘Gymkhana’ on Pitt Town Air Strip and I
thought I’d take F.T.D. but this skinny bloke turned up in a Triumph Spitfire and blew everyone away –
including me. He generally kept doing that for the next 45 years – his name was Don Adams.
We were casual friends until I joined TCC, then we became close mates. Don campaigned a collection of
the ‘most unlikely’ motor cars, with the exception of his Cooper S, but it didn’t matter what make it was or
which aspect of motorsport or venue, he gave it his all – and usually came out on top.
Not only was Don a great competitor but he made a huge contribution to Thornleigh Car Club – whether as
an executive officer or an event organiser. Indeed, even with his passing, he created a huge gathering with
26 in all, past and present members of TCC, attending his funeral service in Port Macquarie – mostly from
the Sydney area but some from as far afield as Dubbo and Tweed Heads.
Of course, as well as being a brilliant ‘motorist’, Don was a loving husband to Heather and a caring and
encouraging father to Ainslie, Lindsay and Hayley. Our deepest sympathy goes to them all and their
respective families.
Don could turn his hand to any D.I.Y. project, whether maintaining his several properties or restoring his
beloved Prince Skylines, and was willing to help or advise anyone.
He was a great mate to many of us older members and an encouragement to the younger ones.
You will be missed old mate- but never forgotten.
Gary Maher

Don Adams and his Prince Skyline GTB
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ARDC - SMSP Gardner Supersprint Results
20th October 2019
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A Drive Down Memory Lane – The Final Leg
Getting old is a real bugger – you can remember every detail of events from 40 or 50 years ago, but
sometimes struggle to recall what happened yesterday. That’s why I am going to acknowledge the huge
effort that Nicole Crowley has put into these events at the start – before I forget.
My wife, Wendy, is heavily into Family Tree research and I believe has traced my ancestors to a couple
with no clothes on, eating apples in their snake–infested garden. Nic’s thing is digging up the dirt, literally,
into motor sport venues in the Sydney Basin – not only as it applies to Thornleigh Car Club, but to Motor
sport in general. How this young mother of two and wife of a hardworking and keen motorsport buff,
manages to do so much research, perfectly route-chart a tour of venue sites, produce souvenir booklets for
all participants and arrange lunches & dinners on the run, is absolutely unbelievable. All this while working
a full-time job four days a week – yes, I know Andrew helps! Nic has done this three times – first the
Racing Circuits, then the Speedway Tracks – and now, my personal favourite - the Speed Event &
Motorkhana venues used by TCC.
The day started early for us with a 5.00am ‘get-up’ – even earlier for our Gosford friends – to be at the
Emerald Hills (Leppington) meeting point, where a smaller than hoped for, but none the less, very
manageable, enthusiastic and sociable group of TCC members gathered at the usual Maccas. It was
interesting to note that there was almost a 50-50 mix of older and younger members present.
Bearing in mind that most of the venues are now housing estates, it was sometimes difficult (and sad) to
recognise what we were looking at, however, Nic had gone to great lengths to show modern street
directory maps with aerial photos of the original venues, with reference points to help you work out what
was what. We actually got a good look at the front of our old Leppington khana / khanacross ground, Nic’s
first point before we got to Maccas. We had to smile at the fact that the new houses had only come so far
and machines were digging deeper & deeper where the khana ground used to be and trying to get rid of
the oily soil – no doubt wondering where all the oily soil came from. TCC’s environmental impact on south
western Sydney.
Our next stop was to several of the ‘lesser’ venues at Oran Park. Having checked out the main circuit a
couple of years ago, we traced the Skid Pan, Drag Strip, Figure 8 Circuit and 4WD track. It was a bit hard
to visualise it all amongst the thousands of wall-to-wall, no-backyard houses – but at least the architecture
was pleasantly different. Nic’s aerial photos and google maps certainly helped a lot.
Unintentionally and unknowingly, Nic included several sections of roads which were regularly used by TCC
in ‘Trials’ and later, Touring Assemblies. The first one cropped up on our way to Silverdale – Greendale
Road from Bringelly to Wallacia. This narrow, very winding road was regularly used in 100 and 300 Mile
‘Trials’ in the 60s & 70s. These events would start at 6.00pm and finish in the early hours of the next
morning. Because Greendale Road was ‘derestricted’ and fairly uninhabited, it usually resulted in bent tin,
damaged barbed wire and mutilated scenery – but what great fun!!
The absolute highlight of my day was our lengthy visit to Silverdale Hill Climb. Thanks to Nic’s persistent
effort, we gained access to the property. Since Nic and family made their original visit and took the photo
that appears on the cover of the Route Instructions, somebody had cleared the whole site, exposing the
timing and control bunker at the start line as well as ALL of the track. Indeed, with just a quick sweep of the
loose leaves and bark from the bitumen, which is in perfect condition, we could have run an event there.
Once again old age took over and the hill seemed to be a lot steeper and longer than I remembered – Yes!
We did walk up and down the whole 653 metre track! The white painted finish was still clearly visible.
Gosh! How the memories came flooding back and the ‘gabble’ amongst those of us who had competed
there was deafening! Sadly, it was closed in 1988 and some us, including Janelle Lansley and Wendy
Maher, competed there right up until the end. Luckily, unlike most of the venues, it hasn’t been trashed by
developers and I understand it has been declared part of the National Park and is fully fenced off. Thanks
so much Nic!
After a quick morning tea stop at Maccas & Krispy Kreme in the Panthers Complex at Penrith, we visited
the site of the Penrith Army and Air Force Depot adjacent to Penrith Train Station. Apparently, it had been
a speedway back in the 1920s but was taken over by the Military in the 1940s during World War 2. In
1996, Peter Batt from H.D.C.C. took it over (as only he can) and we all enjoyed khanas there for a year or
so. Once again, the developers have been at work, this time with ‘prison cell’ style high-rise buildings – but
it was very easy to see where we had competed.
Next stop was the Castlereagh Drag Strip – my second favourite visit – and again, aided by Nic’s photos
and maps, it was easy to see where it went. I actually ran there in a few different cars in the early 1960s as
a member of the Morris Car Club and the Combined Car Clubs which included TCC. However, I don’t
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remember TCC running a sprint meeting there. TCC members, however, did compete in several khanas at
about the same period. Yet again, developers have taken over, at least this time with large homes on
acreage blocks.
Nic planned a great, fairly traffic free route to Quakers Hill Khana ground. I do forget how we came by this
plot in Hambledon Road but I remember organising events and competing there for a few years. I clearly
remember there were also horses grazing on the paddock and one of them rearing up and bringing its front
legs down on the bonnet of a near new Triumph 2500 belonging to the Whetherall Family from Fishers
Ghost Car Club. (Like I said at the start, one does remember the weirdest things.) It did a huge amount of
damage. Once again, encroaching suburbia closed this one.
On to Amaroo which, like Oran Park, we visited on the Main Circuits Tour, but this time our focus was on
the Dirt Circuit, Hill Climb and to a lesser extent, the Motor Cross Circuit. I competed at, and conducted
events on both the Hill and the Dirt Circuit. I ran once at the Motor Cross ‘car breaker’ track before it was
closed. It was used as a part of a ‘special stage’ in at least one Southern Cross Rally where many TCC
members spectated. I first ran my Cooper Mini on the Hill in 1963 and, for about 2 months, I held the under
1000cc sedan record – it was broken by Colin Bond. However, it is in the Official Records book – wherever
that is these days.
TCC did conduct a few events at the Hill but the Dirt Circuit was a different matter. This was TCC’s
favourite venue – sometimes we conducted two events there per year and accepted at least one invite as
well. I don’t think any member who passed through TCC didn’t have at least one run at ‘The Dirt’ – males,
females, juniors – in all types of cars. This venue was so popular, that, in order for us ‘executives’ to get a
run, we organised a ‘Ladies Day’ with the lady members taking up all the main officiating positions. Wendy
Maher was C of C, Janelle Lansley was Event Secretary, Lyn Rowe was Chief Timekeeper; Denise
Harrison, Bev Richardson and Rhonda Elliott all marshalled the huge field and shared P.A. duties. Three
spectacular casualties were Graham Richardson, who injured his arm when he stuck it out trying to stop
one of the Richo Hillman Imps from rolling over; Garry Elliott rolled a Datsun 1600 and Janelle Lansley put
her Alfasud into the wall. The downhill bitumen run to the start / finish line is still visible.
On the way to the next venue we encountered another favourite Trial / Touring Assembly road – Blue Gum
Creek Road. Often this road was flooded and, if found in the middle of the night, was fairly daunting!
Another frequently used navigating trap was the cross road of Boundary Road and Neich Road at Maraylya
– sometimes with control points on every approach!
Caddies Park at Cattai was the next stop but, because I never competed there, we did a ‘cut and run’ to the
lunch stop (Nature had something to do with it too!) According to ‘Piston Slap’, TCC used it in 1959 and
1960 and attracted big fields. It is still a popular camping spot and boating area. Bungool Picnic Ground,
also on the banks of the Hawkesbury River, proved to be a popular Khana ground for about 10 years –
1964 to 1974. I must have been at the event on 8th March 1964 that Nic highlighted in her booklet
because I clearly recall driving my Mini Cooper there and I sold it in July 1964. TCC hosted events there
from the late 50s, inviting the Veteran & Vintage Car Club with cars dating from 1908, including Rolls
Royces and Cadillacs. This ground is still pretty much intact but is now part of Riverside Oaks Golf Course.
It’s funny the things I remember – I first met this young, blonde chic named Miss Sue Eastes at Bungool she later became Mrs John Littler!
We all had a great lunch at Riverside Oaks Golf Club where we sat around reminiscing. The Willows Park
was on the edge of Cattai Creek and always seemed to be damp or boggy. TCC first ran there in 1965
with Combined Car Clubs. I don’t remember going there until the mid – late 70s when we had 2 little boys
and our mortgage paid off. I drove a Morris Minor – don’t’ ask!!! We all had a great time and we went there
often over the next few years. A long haul to Mona Vale followed, although thanks to careful planning,
there wasn’t much traffic. On the way we used more well-travelled ‘rally roads’ – Halcrows Road, Cattai
Ridge Road, Mid Dural Road and of course, Galston Gorge – where Nic was seen taking photographs. I
haven’t been to Foleys Hill at Mona Vale for about 65 years – I spectated with my Father and Grandfather
in the 1950s – probably about the same time as Jim Richardson was there. It was closed before I was
competing and I don’t know if TCC ever fielded any competitors there. None the less, it was great to see
this venue still intact – albeit with some houses on each side.
From there, it was a short but scenic drive to our dinner venue – the Collaroy Beach Club. This was a very
enjoyable venue for a good ‘catch-up’ after a long but brilliant day. The overall route of the tour was 240km
and we added 54km to the start and another 75km from the finish back to home – a total of 369km. The
Elliott Family did a lot more!
Thanks so much Nicole & Family – your best event ever. I’m sorry this is so long-winded (feel sorry for the
typist too!) but when I really enjoy something, I do tend to get wound up!!!!!
Gary Maher
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A Drive Down Memory Lane – The Final Leg Photos

Lined up at the start

Silverdale start / timing shelter

Starting the walk up Silverdale hill
climb

Coming up to Beck & Borg corner

Most of the participants in the
DDML event

The steep hill to the hairpin
(Ambulance Corner)

Discussing the tight hairpin being
tighter than they remember

Needing a flat tow to the finish line
and laughing the whole way!

With a couple of DNF’s along the way, here are the Silverdale hill climb
finishers! Many of us even set our very own PB that day!!
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The walk up and down the hill
climb was a little too much for
some! Adam fell asleep whilst we
were still on Bents Basin Road!
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Morning tea at Krispy Kreme

Morning tea at Krispy Kreme

Lunch at Riverside Oaks Golf
Resort

Trevor & Rob Parsonage

Dave Masing providing Sweep
duties

Steve & Janelle Lansley

Matt Rath & Alana Dean

Glenn Inkster & Rod Mackay

John Crowley & Geoff Horler

Checking out one of the locations
for a possible future TCC event!

An impromptu stop in Cattai, makes a great photo opportunity.
Convoy on the way to lunch.
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Neil & Joy Hood

Garry, Rhonda and Aron Elliott

Enjoying the run up through Galston Gorge!

Gary & Wendy Maher

Coming into Hornsby

Passing Matt & Alana

Heading to the final location

John and Geoff all arms!!

Jim Richardson & Phil Coffey
heading up the final straight

Heading up from the start of
Foley’s Hill Climb

The Crowley’s (Jnr) minus Nicole
taking the photo!

Glenn & Rod with the Elliotts
coming up behind them!

Photos courtesy of Nicole Crowley & Alana Dean
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The Rally Year So Far
The rally year so far, well to be honest there hasn’t been much rallying at all. After last year’s unfortunate
early end to an event (only a small crash) Matt and I were determined to compete in the Bulahdelah rally
again – determined to show the course what we could do. There have been other events that I had the
pleasure of watching and also undertook an assessment to get the Secretary qualifications. Plus the new
role of Webmaster and Social Secretary now keeping my free time very occupied. So on to the biggest
event for me from the year that was:
Bulahdelah - The day started off well and we managed to get a good rhythm going and I have perfected the
dose of qwells needed to stop me feeling sick, the roof vent also helped with the overheating. The main
memory I had from this event was when Matt shouted into the headset “hey Lana that’s our tree” as we
raced past the tree we were introduced to at the last event. It was such a great feeling to finally complete
the event that had taken us out early when last year we had been making great time. During service times
we helped some fellow co drivers who had ended up worse for wear, and after some washing of car seats
and sharing the emesis bags and motion sickness tablets, we all jumped back in the cars to go again.
During our second run through the stages we accidently over steered the corner at the spectator point
which resulted in us just going for it, much to the crowds delight as we did a nice circle for them to watch
th
before flying off again. We ended up placing 15 after starting above the 30’s. We look forward to doing
this event again next year hopefully to show we can improve more.
With some car troubles this year we have spent a lot of time working on replacing parts, servicing engines
and just general car maintenance. Thanks to this I’m finally learning the right names for tools as they are
yelled out from under the car so I can go fetch them - sadly the dogs aren’t trained enough yet to do it for
us. But I am grateful to be able to learn some new skills and learn about which parts go where instead of
being the girl with no car knowledge who is helpless on the side of the road.
Watching the different track days throughout the year helped me to see the different side of racing with the
focus being on different areas of torque, control and traction compared to when we do a forest rally, I never
knew that tyres could change the way a car handles so much. Plus the price tag eek!
The last event of the year for us was the social drive down memory
lane, which Nicole put together and thanks to her blood sweat and
tears was a great event that I didn’t hear any negative feedback from.
The event saw us visiting many old sites that are sadly no longer
available for grass roots motor sport. The site that I found the most
interesting was the hill climb that has now been claimed as national
forest area and just to our luck there had been some clearing up to
lower the fire risk and make it a fire trail, to walk to the top and imagine
the places where cars used to get air borne was incredible to see. The
event was a long day but filled with silly chats and lots of laughs as Matt
and I spent the day together in the old Galant. (Turns out old vinyl seats
aren’t comfortable on hot days) but to end the day at the beach where
we could chat the night away with good food and cold drinks was a great
end to the social day.
Thanks for a great year of events to attend and conversations with friendly
people. Motorsport has made being in Sydney a bit for fun :)
Alana Dean

Got a perpetual trophy?
These will need to be returned at either the November or December meeting to Andrew Crowley or Matt
Rath. If you are unable to make either of these meetings, please contact Andrew Crowley on 0421 334 426
or Matt on 0415 525 534 to make alternative arrangements.
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Thornleigh Car Club Memory Lane - Revisited
Last month, I took a trip down memory lane looking at the history of TCC. Whilst the magazines were being
stapled together I realised I omitted a few things from my article, so will continue the trip down memory lane
this month.
I wrote about how the Editor, in April 1972, wrote about the club’s logo drawing the attention of Mercedes
Benz who had 18 months earlier sent the club a letter advising that the three pointed star in the TCC logo
was infringing on their ‘copyright or patent’. This caused some great concern within the club, as the logo
was on everything including letterheads, licences, lapel badges and equipment etc. To change the logo
would cause trouble, inconvenience and cost the club a lot of money. When the original letter from
Mercedes Benz came through, it created much discussion within the club regarding changing the name of
the club.
It was noted that very few members live in Thornleigh and surrounding suburbs and in November 1970 a
Notice of Motion was put to the club to change the name from Thornleigh Car Club to Northern Districts Car
Club. Before I give the result away, only one side of the argument made it in the December and February
magazines, with the club voting on the Motion at the February 1971 meeting. It was noted that the club
“attracted members from as far afield as Dee Why, Blaxland, Wollongong and Gosford.” Whilst our number
of members is significantly smaller, our current members are spread even further out than what they were
in 1971. There was only 4.62% (6 out of 130 magazines going to a 2120 postcode) living in the immediate
Thornleigh area. It was believed that the change of name would be more reflective of the club at that time
and attract more members. It is of note that the same push to change the name occurred roughly two years
earlier for the same reasons.
The opposition to the name change felt that the name ‘Thornleigh Car Club’ meant something in car club
circles throughout New South Wales. A name that had been around for 15-16 years by that point. It was the
name of one of the most powerful and influential rally clubs around, even though the rallies in which it had
built its reputation were all but gone. It was a name that had been affiliated with CAMS (sorry, Motorsport
Australia) almost from the instigation of that body. The opposition felt that the club’s history would be lost
and it would take a long time to build its reputation again. *Spoiler Alert* Skip to the next page if you don’t
want the result of the club’s vote to be known just yet!
In the March 1971 Piston Slap, Don Adams (Editor) wrote about the outcomes of two Motions put before
the club at the February meeting. The second motion of the night was “aimed at including the words
Northern Districts or similar within the name Thornleigh Car Club” was rejected, although the case put
forward was “presented brilliantly and included some good arguments”. Did you see that result coming?
Interestingly, the other Motion put forward that night was moved By Don Adams and passed by the club.
Don wrote “as of now, to be eligible for the Club Championship, run from January to December, you have
to have officiated at at least one event during the year”. This has been made more specific to officiating in
TCC run event in later years, but in the early years most events were club events or rounds of Combined
Car Club or Group 7 events, where one club would host the event and up to three other clubs would be
invited.
With increasing costs to hold events, there was difficulty in ensuring the club was able to break even or
make a small profit to help run future events. It was noted that 4 clubs at events was not sufficient. After
some thought, CAMS raised the number of invited clubs to 5 (wow, such a massive difference), but
increased the maximum number of competitors at an event. They even allowed up to 5 drivers of the same
vehicle! TCC seemed to think these numbers were a bit ludicrous and didn’t really address the issue. In
1982, the number of invited clubs went from 5 to 6! In the early 2000’s, whilst there did not appear to be
any limit of the clubs invited, each club still had to be individually listed in the Supp Regs. Thankfully, this
changed and NSW Supp Regs now invite all “NSW and ACT CAMS affiliated car clubs’.
I previously wrote about gymkhanas being popular events run by TCC in the early years. This was a mix of
motorkhana, khanacross and pure fun! Between tennis ball and balloon busting (in your car) and even
blindfolding the driver and the passenger navigating the driver through the test! Anyway, some of the tests
at a 1960 gymkhana run by TCC have been included below.
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Did you know that in December 1974, the club had
21 events on its calendar – 7 speed, 7 non-speed
and 7 social. The article expressed the difficulty in
choosing the locations for these events, as there
were simply way too many locations to include in the
calendar in any one year. Oh, if only that was an
issue today!
Other did you knows….
A petrol strike in September / October 1982 cancelled
a few motorsport events on the TCC calendar, along
with a number of other car club calendars.
Piston Slap magazines were originally handed out at
the club meeting. This was the practice for basically a
decade, before the club moved to posting magazines.
In 1972, TCC dropped the January magazine in
favour of a February magazine that was issued
earlier. This is now the January/February magazine
which gets issued in the last week of January before
the competition year really takes off.
Gymkhanas and autokhanas were originally classed
according to the vehicles engine capacity. In 1969
‘motorkhana’ and the motorkhana code with classes
based on wheelbase was first mentioned in Piston
Slap. The term ‘khanacross’ didn’t appear in its own right until 1984.
And to finish off, Neil Hood is our longest serving financial member. Neil was first mentioned in the August
1961 Piston Slap, but began navigating in events around 1958 and had to wait until 1960 to join once the
number of males within the club had dipped just under 100! That’s rapidly approaching 60 years of
membership with TCC and it’s great to see that he is still happily participating in motorsport, alongside his
wife Joy!
Nicole Crowley
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INTRODUCING MOTORSPORT AUSTRALIA

Want to help
TCC go green?

The Confederation of Australian Motor Sport (CAMS) has announced it will now be known as
Motorsport Australia in 2020 and beyond. The new name signifies the changing nature of the sport
and Motorsport Australia’s role as the government recognised sporting organisation for all fourwheeled motorsport in Australia, in addition to its delegated role as the National Sporting Authority by
the Federation Internationale de’l Automobile (FIA). Motorsport Australia’s responsibilities remain
entirely the same and there is no change to the organisation’s constitution or structure, aside from
the alteration of the organisation’s name. From 28 October, the organisation’s head office will be
located at 275 Canterbury Rd, Canterbury, Victoria – following the sale
of its existing Malvern East headquarters in 2017. The official
changeover to Motorsport Australia will come into effect on January 1
2020. As of this date, the website for Motorsport Australia will be
www.motorsport.org.au.
Whilst TCC understands that a number of our members still prefer to receive a hard copy of their
magazine, a number of members also equally prefer to receive their magazine electronically.
The electronic magazine has everything the hardcopy magazine has and more. It’s in full colour,
and gives you links to upcoming events, pointscores, videos and other important information. It is
also received before the mailed hard copy.
However, if you currently receive a hard copy magazine and wish to change to start receiving an
electronic copy of the magazine, please let Geoff Horler or Nicole Crowley know. Please also
ensure that you have given them your email address. Once this is updated, you’ll receive the
very next magazine electronically.

Looking for more ways to interact with TCC?
Like us on Facebook to see upcoming events, photos, results and other motorsport related
news. Look for Thornleigh Car Club Inc on Facebook.
We are also on YouTube. Subscribe to our channel to see videos of our events. Alternatively, if
you have a video that you would like to appear on our YouTube channel, please contact Trevor
Parsonage or Nicole Crowley. Look for Thornleigh Car Club Inc on YouTube.

It’s that time of the year again!!!
Time to dust off those Christmas T-shirts, get together with family
and friends, enjoy each other’s company & enjoy good food.
So……COME ALONG to the TCC Meeting on Thursday, 12th December
and help us celebrate Christmas. Lots of yummy food will be provided.
So that we can cater for everyone and have enough food to go around
Could you please SMS Alana on 0447 634 913 or Janelle on 0478 219 466
to let us know you are coming.
SEE YOU THERE!!!!
- 16 -
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TCC Classic Vehicle Log Book Participation
On the 15th October 2015 TCC was registered as a participating club in the new log book trial. In
September 2017 the RMS advised that the club plate scheme will continue and in September 2019
Transport for NSW conducted a review of the log book trial and has now advised that from 1st October
2019 the log book scheme has become a permanent feature.
Following this decision TCC will only be allowing members on the Historic and Classic vehicle scheme to
use the log book system and will no longer operate a club log system.
Whilst most cars registered with TCC are on the logbook system no action is required however if you did
not previously opt in you will need to have your cars current certificate of approved operations updated at
services NSW. A small fee may be charged.
Car can still be used on primary club events without filling in log book but documentation showing club
event attending must be carried in car but ANY other travel must go in log book. Club plate details are now
on the police computer system and show primary club.
If using the log book entry showing date and start or proposed destination must be filled in in ink before
leaving and if this is not done and you are pulled over for a check or you have an accident you will be fined
for driving an unregistered vehicle and your insurance will not be recognised. This now applies for ALL test
runs, trips to get petrol or repairs or a pink slip etc as these are no longer covered when you have log book
endorsement. THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY and the club has no involvement.
At this stage insurance companies have indicated no change until they have some idea of their risk but it
probably will not be long in coming. Should you require any information or forms contact Jim Richardson on
9639 0638 who will assist with documentation.

THORNLEIGH CAR CLUB HISTORIC VEHICLE REGISTRATION RENEWALS
A quick reminder of the rules and requirements for the renewal of your historic vehicle, with Thornleigh Car
Club, under the current Log Book Scheme;
1. A renewed application for recognition must be supplied if any changes to your current supplied details
2. Proof of current financial membership of TCC supplied
3. Proof of current insurance of vehicle
4. Current pink slip for vehicle
5. Completed Historical Vehicle Declaration (as supplied with your renewal)
6. A $10 fee payable to TCC to cover admin costs
7. A signed acceptance of all current conditions and regulations
Copies of any of these forms are available from the Registrar
For more information please contact Jim Richardson on 9639 0638 or via email at jimandbev@bigpond.com
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THORNLEIGH CAR CLUB INCORPORATED

Version Oct 2019

Rules and regulations for Historic Conditional Registration and use of Historic Vehicle Plates
Part 1: Eligibility
a) To be eligible, the vehicle must be at least 30 years old or will become 30 years old in the current
calendar year. The onus of proof of age shall rest with the applicant for Historic Vehicle Plates. The final
arbiter shall be the club committee. All applicants must be current financial members of the Thornleigh Car
Club Inc. (the Club).
b) The vehicle must be as close to original condition as possible with no modifications other than those that
are safety related. Period options and accessories may be added.
c) An initial Historic Vehicle Plate application will be considered from a Club member. Any renewals will
only be accepted from the member who has attended at least three Club events in the last year.
d) An applicant for Historical Vehicle Plates must have read these rules and shall complete and sign a form
indicating that they fully understand their responsibilities and agree to abide by these rules before Historic
Vehicle Plates are issued.

Part 2: Use of historical Vehicle plates
All TCC registered cars must be on the Log Book scheme. If not then your cars current certificate of
approved operations must be updated at Services NSW.
Car can still be used on primary club events without filling in log book but documentation showing club
event attending must be carried in car but ANY other travel must go in log book. Club plate details are now
on the police computer system and show primary club.
If using the log book entry show date, start of journey and driver filled in in ink before leaving start of day. If
this is not done and you are pulled over for a check or have an accident you will be fined for driving an
unregistered vehicle and your insurance will not be recognised. This now applies for ALL test runs, Trips to
get petrol, repairs or pink slip, etc as these are no longer covered when you have log book endorsement.
THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY and the club has no involvement
PART 3: Responsibilities of Permit Holder
a) All enquiries must be directed to the Historic Vehicle Plates Registrar. Individual approaches to the RMS
are not permitted.
b) When using a vehicle on Historic Vehicle Plates, a copy of the Club’s event calendar, current Club’s
membership card and RMS Certificate of Approved Operations must be carried in the vehicle.
c) Plates are issued to a member of the Club and are not transferable either to another vehicle or person in
the event of the vehicle being sold or otherwise disposed of.
d) Plates must immediately be returned to the NSW RMS:
i. In the event of the sale or disposal of the vehicle for which they were issued
ii. Upon the member’s resignation from the Club
iii. Upon the member’s failure to remain a financial member of the Club, as set out in the constitution
of the Club.
iv. If the Club inspector considers that the vehicle has been made unsafe or altered inappropriately
after it has been inspected.
v. If the member does not attend three or more Club events per year.
vi. At the directive of the Club committee, Historic Vehicle Plates are issued in the belief that the
member’s prime intended use is for Club events. The committee retains the right to reconsider
eligibility for issue or renewal should this cease to be the case.
FAILURE TO RETURN HISTORIC PLATES IN RESPONSE TO THE ABOVE CONDITIONS WILL
RESULT IN IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATION TO THE POLICE THAT A CONDITIONALLY REGISTERED

- 18 -

PISTON SLAP

NOVEMBER 2019

VEHICLE IS BEING USED ILLEGALLY AND THAT THE HISTORIC VEHICLE PLATES ARE STOLEN
PROPERTY
Part 4: Annual Vehicle Inspection
a) The vehicle must undergo an inspection prior to the issue of a Conditional Registration Permit and
annually prior to renewal of the permit. The club preference is for roadworthy inspection certificate (pink slip
from a certified RMS inspector) Unregistered vehicles must be taken by trailer to and from the inspection
point.
b) The Club may appoint official persons as inspectors for the issue of Conditional Registration Permits.
Such inspectors are authorised to certify vehicles roadworthy under these rules as required by the RMS.
However, when a vehicle is first issued with Historic Vehicle Plates, the owner must obtain a Safety
Inspection Report (pink slip) for the historic vehicle from an RMS authorized inspection station for the first
two years.
c) Chassis, engine and vehicle identification numbers shall form part of the identification of a vehicle issued
with Historic Vehicle Plates. Any change to the engine number must be notified to the Historic Vehicle
Plates Registrar as well as the RMS. A change of VIN or chassis number is not permitted.
Part 5: Insurance Requirements
A minimum insurance cover of Third Party Property Insurance is required. Proof of cover must be provided
to the Historic Vehicle Plates Registrar before a Conditional Registration Permit will be issued
Part 6: Fees
The applicant for Historic Vehicle Plates will be responsible for
a) Annual fee of $10, payable to the Club at the beginning of the calendar year.
b) Annual fee as prescribed by the RMS payable to the RMS prior to registration renewal.
HISTORIC VEHICLE PLATES REMAIN THE PROPERTY OF THE NSW RMS

Interested in becoming an Official?
To ensure our events run properly and that our regular officials have a chance to
also compete, we need more members to obtain officials licences. Thankfully
CAMS are making this process easier.
We need all current Trainee officials to upgrade to General officials. This involves
officiating for one day and filling out a Trainee form and then completing an online
Introductory module. This can be completed in any order. By becoming a General official, it will mean less
work for the Event Secretary, but you will also receive a CAMS Officials Licence Book similar to your
CAMS Competition Licence Book. Whenever you officiate, this book then gets signed by a member of the
organising committee for that event.
This log of events can then be used when upgrading your licence to a Bronze level. It is of note that
Bronze level official licences never expire.
TCC really NEED MORE Bronze level Event Admin, Event Command and Scrutineer officials. We simply
do not have enough of these in the club to allow members to only officiate in a higher role at one TCC
event in a year allowing them to compete in other events.
Just to repeat that Bronze level official licences never expire. For members a little worried about learning
and performing these roles, please be assured that we have many members in the club who are happy to
mentor you through this process. Help is never far away. Some roles will require you to be actively
involved in the organisation of the event so leaving this to the last minute will not benefit yourself with any
potential assessments. TCC has plenty of events that you can help run and upgrade your licence, so
please have a good think about it and speak to an Executive member in order to start the process.
For more information on the different types of officials licences, or to register your interest in a training
module, please check out the CAMS website www.cams.com.au/get-involved/officials/training
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Other Motorsport Results
WRC - World Rally Championship
Driver Standings
1. Ott Tanak
2. Thierry Neuville
3. Sebastien Ogier
4. Andreas Mikkelsen
5. Elfyn Evans

Points
263
227
217
102
102

Last Event: Rally Spain 25-27 October 2019
1. Theirry Neuville / Nicolas Gilsoul
2. Ott Tanak / Martin Jarveoja
3. Dani Sordo / Carlos Del Barrio
Next Event: Rally Australia 14-17 November 2019

ARC - Australian Rally Championship
Driver Standings
1. Harry Bates
=2.
2. Lewis Bates
=2.
3. Molly Taylor
4. John O’Dowd
5. Luke Anear

Points
365
242
242
162
161

Last Event: Rally Adelaide 20 - 22 September 2019
1. Harry Bates / John McCarthy
2. Molly Taylor / Malcolm Read
3. Lewis Bates / Anthony McLoughlin

Points
381
314
249
235
230

Last Event: United States Grand Prix 1 – 3 Nov ‘19
1. Valtteri Bottas
2. Lewis Hamilton
3. Max Verstappen

Points
3437
2974
2668
2557
2474

Last Event: Gold Coast 600 25 – 27 October 2019
1. Shane van Gisbergen / Garth Tander
2. Jamie Whincup / Craig Lowndes
3. David Reynolds / Luke Youlden

Next Event: Rally Australia 15 – 17 November 2019

F1 – Formula One
Driver Standings
1. Lewis Hamilton
2. Valtteri Bottas
3. Charles Leclerc
4. Max Verstappen
5. Sebastian Vettel

Next Event: Brazilian Grand Prix 15 – 17 Nov ‘19

Supercars
Driver Standings
1. Scott McLaughlin
2. Shane van Gisbergen
3. Jamie Whincup
4. Fabian Coulthard
5. David Reynolds

Next Event: Sandown 500 8 – 10 November 2019
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A new range of
Thornleigh Car Club
regalia is coming
soon.
Stay tuned!

THE CHAMPIONS OF 2018

ARON ELLIOTT
1 Club Championship
st
1 Driver’s Championship
st
1 Khanacross Championship
st

MATT RATH
3 Club Championship
st
1 Rally Driver’s Championship
rd

NEIL HOOD
5 Club Championship
nd
2 Rally Driver’s Championship
th

Alana Dean -1st Ladies Championship
Alana Dean -1st Rally Navigator’s Championship
Vicki Gillon – 1st Motorkhana Championship
Dean Tomlin - 1st Speed Championship
David Masing - Ernie Boston Trophy

GARRY ELLIOTT
2 Club Championship
nd
2 Driver’s Championship
nd
2 Khanacross Championship
nd

GREG YATES
4 Club Championship
th
5 Driver’s Championship
th

KAREN YATES
6 Club Championship
th

Alana Dean – Novice Award
Nicole Crowley - Clubman Award
Tim Hurst - Encouragement Award
Ian Polczynski - Junior Encouragement Award
Gary & Wendy Maher - Officials Award

